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Speakers’ biographies 

The Presidential Climate Commission (PCC) and the  National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF), 

held a stakeholders’ consultation workshop for presentation of the Framework for a Just Transition to 

a decarbonized economy, and for NSTF to make input on the PCC presentations and the draft Just 

Transition Framework for South Africa  

 
 

Dr Crispian Olver 

Dr Crispian Olver, Executive Director PCC 
 
Crispian is the Executive Director of the Presidential 
Climate Commission, responsible for running the 
Secretariat of the PCC and its various policy and 
research programmes. He has served in the South 
African government in various capacities, including 
as Director General of the Department of 
Environmental Affairs and Tourism (1999 – 2005), in 
which position he crafted much of the climate policy 
and environmental legislation, as well as leading 
South Africa’s hosting of the World Summit on 
Sustainable Development (2002). Crispian has a deep 
interest in local governance issues, starting with his 
work on community land, housing and development 
issues in the 1980s, his work as Deputy Director 
General in the Department of Constitutional 
Development, and subsequently as an author 
exploring the mechanics by which regimes are 
governed and the way in which good governance can 
be eroded. His first book titled ‘How to Steal a City’ 
(2017) documented patronage based systems in 
Nelson Mandela Bay and how the metro was 
captured by factional interests. His subsequent book, 
‘A House Divided’, published in October 2019, 
documented the nature of the relationship between 
the City of Cape Town and landed property interests, 
and how this fuelled a factional split in the DA. 
Crispian is a medical doctor by training and holds BSc 
(Med) (1983), Psychology Honours (1984) and 
MBChB (1988) degrees from UCT. He is completing a 

http://www.nstf.org.za/
http://www.nstf.org.za/


PhD at WITS Politics Department, and is a research 
fellow at the Public Affairs Research Institute.  
 

 

Prof Norman Maiwashe 

Prof Norman Maiwashe, General Manager, Animal 
Production, Agricultural Research Council (ARC); 
and NSTF Exco member 
 
Prof Maiwashe is employed as a General Manager of 
the ARC Animal Production Campus. He holds a PhD 
in Animal Breeding and Genetics from Colorado State 
University in the USA. Prof Maiwashe is rated by the 
NRF as an established researcher. His research 
focuses on development of selection tools applicable 
to breeding of efficient and profitable livestock. Most 
of the selection tools developed from his research 
have been adopted by the livestock industry and are 
widely used by farmers in their breeding 
programmes. Prof Maiwashe is passionate about 
training of students at post-graduate level. He has 
produced numerous MSc and PhD students to date. 
Prof Maiwashe is a member of the following 
professional entities: South African Society for 
Animal Science and South African Council for 
Scientific Professions. 
 

 

Dr Mpho Lekgoathi 

Dr Mpho Lekgoathi, senior scientist, NECSA; and 

Vice-Chair of the NSTF 

 

Dr Mpho Lekgoathi joined The South African Nuclear 
Energy Corporation (NECSA) in 2009 and is currently 
serving as a senior scientist. He received his PhD in 
Applied Science, specializing in chemical technology 
from University of Pretoria in 2015. His work includes 
research in the field of vibrational spectroscopy, and 
currently develops fluorine based chemical products 
for a wide range of applications, including lithium ion 
battery components. He published 12 peer reviewed 
papers and has 3 international patents. Dr Lekgoathi 
is also a member of the NSTF EXCO and has 
experience in postgraduate student supervision. 
 

 

 

Mr Johan Maartens, Society for Automation, 
Instrumentation, Mechatronics and Control 
(SAIMC); and NSTF/proSET co-chair 
 
Born in Pietermaritzburg, called up for compulsory 
military service for a year to the South African Air 
Force. 
Went on to study B.Sc. at Potchefstroom University 
for CHE, now known as the North West University. 



 

Mr Johan Maartens 

 

After a year at the CSIR in Hermanus, returned to 
study Electrical Engineering. 
Worked as Electrical Engineer at Sasol 1, 
Instrumentation Manager at Sasol 1, Senior Project 
Manager on the Mossgas project. 
After commissioning the Mossgas plant, was 
appointed as Facilities Manager and later as IT 
Manager. 
Moved to Siemens as Compliance Manager and then 
Senior Project Manager. 
Qualified as PADI Scuba Instructor, NAUI Divemaster 
and SAUU / CMAS SCUBA instructor. 
Interests include playing piano and guitar and love to 
travel off the beaten track. 
Currently CEO and Director of SAIMC NPC. 
Serving on the NSTF/proSET committee as co-
chairperson and NSTF Exco member. 
  
 

 

Dr Brian Mantlana 

Dr Brian Mantlana, PCC Commissioner 
 
I completed Grade 12 at Cathcart High School in 
1994. I graduated with a B.Sc degree and B.Sc 
Honours Degree at Durban Westville University. I 
graduated with and M.Sc degree at the University of 
Natal. While based at Max Planck Research Institute 
for Biogeochemistry, in Jena, Germany, I completed a 
Ph.D degree at Wageningen University, in the 
Netherlands in 2008. 
I worked for six years as a research scientist at the 
South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) 
in Kirstenbosch, Cape Town. I then worked for six 
years at the Department of Environmental Affairs as 
a Chief Director. In September 2017, I joined the 
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) 
where I led the team that works on biodiversity and 
ecosystem services. From November 2019 to date, I 
have been leading the work on climate change at the 
CSIR. 
I have led the South African and African delegations 
at United Nations FCCC negotiations for about 10 
years on forestry issues and on transparency issues. I 
have published more than 20 peer reviewed articles. 
I am supervising Ph.D students and M.Sc students on 
climate change issues. I serve as a Commissioner in 
the recently established Presidential Commission on 
Climate Change. 



 

Mr Dhesigen Naidoo 

Mr Dhesigen Naidoo, Senior Research Associate at 

the Institute for Security Studies Africa, World Bank 

Senior Advisor and Climate Adaptation Lead to the 

South African Presidential Climate Commission 

 

He is a leader, a scientist and an activist for positive 

social change. He is also President of the global NGO, 

Human Right 2 Water, and a Founding Member of 

the Water Policy Group. He was previously the CEO 

of the Water Research Commission (WRC), South 

Africa’s dedicated national Water and Sanitation 

Innovation, Research and Development Agency for 

10 years. He has previously served in senior positions 

in the South African national government and South 

African universities having begun his career as a 

medical scientist in a specialist children’s hospital. He 

is a Councillor of the South African National Advisory 

Council on Innovation (NACI) and a Fellow of the 

Mapungubwe Institute for Strategic Reflection 

(MISTRA). He counts his lovely wife and beautiful 

children as both his primary source of inspiration and 

vanguard of his humility. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


