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Scientists and policy – the role of a civil society 
forum 

 
14 February 2022: 16:00-18:00 (Belgian time: 15:00-17:00) 

 
Speakers’ biographies 

 

The National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF), an independent civil society forum, is hosting 
this side event considering the role of scientists in policy advice, as well as the importance of 
constructive interaction and discussion between civil society and government on key priority areas.  

 
Preparing for pandemics – policy 
and science 
 

 
Dr Jabu Mtsweni  
 

 
Ms Glaudina Loots 
 

Dr Jabu Mtsweni  
Centre Manager: Information and Cyber Security 
Centre; and Technical Lead: National Policy Data 
Observatory, Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research (CSIR), South Africa 
Dr Mtsweni is a Head of Information and Cyber Security 
Centre at the Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research (CSIR), Research Fellow at University of South 
Africa, and Technical Leader of the National Policy Data 
Observatory supporting NATJOINTS, NCCC and Inter-
Ministerial Committee on Vaccination. Dr Mtsweni has 
been involved in leading, supporting, and implementing 
large and complex ICT and ICT4D projects, in large 
state-owned enterprises (in South Africa and Africa), 
Government Departments and Private Sector. His 
research interests and technical expertise are in digital 
security, digital transformation, data science, 
cybersecurity, and cybercrimes. He regularly speaks at 
various local and international conferences on various 
technology issues. He has over 18 years academic and 
industry experience working with different local, 
regional and international industries and partners. He 
has published over 70 peer-reviewed conference and 
journal articles with a number of collaborators. 
 
 
Glaudina Loots 
Director: Health Innovation, Dept of Science and 
Innovation, South Africa 
Ms Loots is the Director for Health Innovation at the 
Department of Science and Innovation in South Africa 
and as such is responsible for the implementation of 
the Health components of the Bio-economy strategy 
for South Africa. She concentrates on enabling research 
and innovation that leads to discovery and evaluation 
of new drug and treatment regimes, the development 
of new vaccines and new robust diagnostics, as well as 
the development of medical devices.  Glaudina was 
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instrumental in the creation of the Strategic Health 
Innovation Partnership Initiative at the South African 
Medical Research Council.  
Amongst others, Glaudina is currently a member of the 
South Africa Ministerial Advisory Committee on COVID-
19 Vaccines. She also serves on the South African 
National Health Research Committee and the South 
African National AIDS Council. Glaudina is a member of 
the Advisory Board of the “Towards an HIV Cure 
Initiative” of the International AIDS Society, the 
Advisory Committee of the Partnership for African 
Vaccine Manufacturing of the African Union, as well 
serves on the Africa CDC Consortium for COVID-19 
Vaccine Clinical Trial (CONCVACT) Steering Committee.  
She is a Board member of The Biovac Institute, a Public-
Private-Partnership aimed at the local manufacturing of 
vaccines and biologics.   
 

 
Plant health – policy and science 
 

 
Prof Sue Walker 
 
Use of Crop-Climate Models to Develop 
Advisories 

Prof Sue Walker 
Principal Researcher: Agrometeorology, Agricultural 
Research Council (ARC) –Natural Resources and 
Engineering, Pretoria; and Professor Emeritus in 
Agromet, University of the Free State (UFS), South 
Africa 
 
Prof Walker is a part-time retired Agrometeorology 
Specialist Researcher at the ARC – Natural Resources 
and Engineering, Pretoria. She is Professor Emeritus in 
Agromet at UFS, Bloemfontein, South Africa. She has 
supervised 21 PhD students and published 105 peer-
reviewed scientific articles, many technical reports and 
made numerous presentations.  
Her PhD in Plant Physiology on sorghum water stress is 
from University of California Davis, USA, following her 
studies at University of KwaZuluNatal in Agricultural 
Meteorology.  
She develops climate services translating scientific 
results into useful operational messages, with 
experience in Southern and East Africa as well as South 
East Asia on agrometeorological and development 
projects. For many years, she has worked together with 
farming communities using participatory methods to 
identify limiting factors in farming systems and co-
develop interventions to address drought and water-
limiting conditions and promote sustainable 
productivity. She applies evidence-based science to 
agricultural concerns using crop-climate modelling to 
develop and apply adaptation strategies to address 
climate variability, Agromet extension services for 
farmers, in semi-arid conditions using modern 
technologies.  
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Prof Sue was Project Leader for ‘Rain4Africa’ project 
funded by Netherlands Space Office and the Climate-
Smart Agricultural Training for Extension project 
funded by GIZ and other Ecosystem-based Adpatation 
project in Eastern Cape funded by UNEP. During the 
Rain4Africa project, “AgriCloud” mobile App and 
platform was developed to add value to weather and 
climate information, and assist farmers with decision 
making. Currently she is project leader for a Water-
Energy-Food Nexus project for the Inkomati-Usuthu 
catchment that is funded by South African Water 
Research Commission.  
Professor Walker is a member of International 
Commission for Irrigation and Drainage - Working 
Group on Global Climate Change and Agricultural 
Water Management. She represented South Africa at 
WMO-CAgM from 1998-2014. She is a Fellow of South 
African Society of Crop Production, since January 2010 
for good service provided to agriculture. She is a B 
rated scientist with South African National Research 
Foundation. 

 


