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Plant health in South Africa – threats to 
biosecurity, biodiversity and food security 
10-11 June 2021 
#IYPH   #planthealth   #biosecurity   #biodiversity   #foodsecurity 
@dsigovza 
 
 
National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF) invites you to an NSTF Discussion 
Forum on ‘Plant health in South Africa – threats to biosecurity, biodiversity and food 
security’ from 10-11 June 2021. This is an online live streamed and interactive event on 
Zoom. 
  
Plant health is intrinsically linked to the survival of our planet and all that live on it. While 
plant health is a broad topic, it is imperative we understand the latest research and 
dynamics in the South African context. The NSTF Discussion Forum topics include 
detecting and controlling plant health problems, research into pests and pathogens, 
chemicals versus biological control, and the role of breeding and technology for resistance. 
There will also be discussion on government regulations for the importing of plants. 
  
A highlight is the keynote presentation from Prof Michael Wingfield of the University of 
Pretoria. He received the prestigious 2019/2020 NSTF-South32 Special Annual Theme 
Award for an outstanding contribution to science, engineering, technology and innovation 
in Plant Health. 
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Event objectives: 
• To highlight current South African research relevant to the topic and themes. 
• To discuss the potential improvement of relevant measures to prevent, monitor 

and curtail plant disease and pest outbreaks. 
• To identify research areas that are new, or require further attention. 
• Making important facts and insights available to the public. 
• Formulating recommendations to the Department of Agriculture, Land Reform 

and Rural Development (DALRRD), the Department of Environment, Forestry 
and Fisheries (DEFF) and other relevant government departments, as well as 
to science councils and statutory bodies. 
  

Outputs: As is usual for NSTF Discussion Forums, the following outputs will be made 
available on the NSTF website: media release; speakers’ PowerPoint presentations 
(subject to speakers’ permission); video clips of presentations, comprehensive 
proceedings, etc. 
  
Outputs will also be made available through NSTF’s social media platforms (Facebook, 
Instagram, Twitter, LinkedIn, YouTube) and general media. 
  
Continuous Professional Development (CPD) points: CPD points will be awarded to 
attendees who are registered with SACNASP (South African Council for Natural Scientific 
Professions). One point for attending both days on 10 and 11 June 2021. For other 
affiliations, please contact the NSTF office at enquiries@nstf.org.za. 
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Delegate registration information: 

   
NSTF Discussion Forum: Plant health in SA – threats to biosecurity, biodiversity and 
food security. 

   
Dates & times: 10-11 June 2021, 09:00 to 13:15 

   
Programme: Click here for the draft programme 

   
Background: Click here for the concept document with background information 

   
RSVP: The live streamed event will take place on the NSTF Zoom platform. Click here to 
RSVP. You will receive an email with the Zoom registration link. When you register on 
Zoom, an automated Zoom link will be sent which is unique to you. Note that registration is 
essential to get access to the event on the day. 
  

The online event is FREE and is part of keeping discussions 
on science moving forward. This is a unique space to engage 

with different perspectives across the science disciplines. 
 
  

 
 
About the NSTF: The NSTF is a non-profit stakeholder forum representing the science, 
engineering and technology (SET) and innovation community in South Africa. The 
membership consists of 120 organisations, and ranges from research institutions, 
universities and state entities to business, professional societies (proSET) and civil society. 
The NSTF engages with policy issues across various government departments and 
promotes collaboration and critical thinking among a broad range of stakeholders. NSTF 
Discussion Forums gather stakeholders together, across the public and private sectors, to 
exchange knowledge and ideas, and put forward recommendations for government and 
relevant authorities. 
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About the NSTF 
The National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF), established in 1995, is a broadly-representative 
stakeholder body for all science, engineering and technology (SET) and innovation organisations in South 
Africa, which seeks to influence policy formulation and delivery. 

 

The NSTF Awards are unique in SA, recognising the outstanding contributions of individuals and groups 
to SET and innovation. 

 

The science bursaries page provides information on bursaries and bursary providers for science, 
engineering and related studies. 
 
STEMulator.org attracts learners and students to the exciting world of science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics (STEM). It provides a virtual world full of stimulating content to excite and inform the 
youth, including STEM career guidance. Established under the auspices of the NSTF proSET 
membership sector (Professionals in science, engineering and technology). 
 
Disclaimer 
The NSTF has taken all practical measures to ensure that the material contained in this newsletter is 
correct. The NSTF reserves the right to make changes as it deems necessary. 
 
Privacy 
Registration details submitted to the NSTF will be treated confidentially and will only be used by NSTF to 
communicate with its members and subscribers. 

 

For more information 
www.nstf.org.za 
E-mail: enquiries@nstf.org.za 
Tel: +27 12 841 3987 (Currently not in use due to NSTF staff working from home) 
  

 

Non Profit Company Registration Number: 2007/029165/08 
NPO Registration Number: 92042 
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