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1. PURPOSE & OBJECTIVE 
The committee of the Science Councils and Statutory Bodies membership sector of the National 
Science and Technology Forum (NSTF) is instrumental in promoting science, engineering, 
technology (SET) and innovation by creating platforms to share insights and express the views of 
scientists and other professionals in its member organisations. Such platforms include 
participation and interaction by other SET stakeholders. A regular platform for such engagement 
is the annual NSTF Science Councils Committee’s discussion forum. Here a range of topical SET and 
innovation issues are discussed by various experts and key role players in the science community. 
The objective of the upcoming event is to facilitate exchanges and solution driven deliberations 
around the topic of Hurdles and opportunities along the way – career paths of researchers. 

 
2. BACKGROUND  

Research is critical to the advancement of SET and innovation output goals of a country, its 
development and global competitiveness. In order for a country to achieve these goals, suitably 
skilled scientists, lecturers, engineers and related professionals are vital. There are two types of 
career paths for researchers: within academic and research institutions; or pursuing options 
outside of these institutions. The technology driven fluidity across boundaries of countries, 
disciplines, economic sectors and occupations means a world rich with opportunities, but it also 
means that navigating a career path is more challenging than ever, even for highly qualified people. 
There is no longer a ‘standard’ career path for researchers. What does the successful scientist of 
the future look like? What are the implications of technology-enabled life-long learning and just-
in-time learning? In addition to the complexity of the landscape that researchers have to navigate, 
there are the challenges of a growing shortage of research funding and the burden of red tape, as 
well as stiff competition for relatively scarce opportunities. The effort of building a research career 
is more demanding than ever. 
 

3. MAPPING THE ISSUES 

 
Possible issues to explore: 

• Mentorship 

• Tips and tools to assist in a researcher’s development 

• Networking 

• Innovation and patents 

• Community service 

• Continuous learning 

• Mobility 

• Multi-disciplinarity 

• Policy advice 

• Finding and making use of opportunities 

• Industry readiness 

• Entrepreneurship 

• Continuous learning 

• Issues of identity 

• Career guidance of students 

 
4. DATES AND VENUE 

 
This NSTF discussion forum will be held on 2-3 December 2019, at the CSIR Convention Centre as a side 
event of the annual Science Forum South Africa (SFSA) which is combined with the Innovation Bridge 
event, organised by the Department of Science and Innovation (DSI). 
 


