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Prof Gilbert Matsabisa 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Prof Matsabisa has a PhD in Pharmacology. He is currently the 
Director of the Indigenous Knowledge Systems (Health) Lead 

Programme (IKS) at the Department of Pharmacology, Faculty of 
Health Sciences at the University of the Free State. He served on 

Medicines Control Council and he is a current member of the 
Complementary Medicines Committee of Medicines Control 
Council (MCC) now SAHPRA. He is currently a member of an 
expert Group set up by MCC to advise on the regulation and 

registration process for Traditional Medicines. Prof Matsabisa is a 
board member of the South African Society for Basic and Clinical 

Pharmacology (SASBCP). He serves on the DOH Traditional Health 
Practitioners Council and Chairs the Research and Health 

Committee of the same council. He is also a member of the WHO 
Afro Regional Expert Committee on Traditional Medicines. He is 

the vice-chair for the World Federation of Chinese Medicines 
Societies (WFCMS). He is also an advisory member of the Indian 
Traditional Medicines Systems. He is a member of the steering 

committee on access and benefit-sharing review of the 
Biodiversity Management Act. He was also a member of the SA 

Military Health Services (SAMHS) PHIDISA III project. 
 

 Prof Matsabisa is also a member of the SADC committee on 
access and benefit –sharing and has served as a technical advisor 
to SADC secretariat and WHO on traditional medicines. He serves 

in the SABS traditional Medicines Standards Committee that is 
part of the International standards settings for herbal and 

traditional medicinal products. He has been nominated in the 
WAC in Kolkata India 2016 to serve in the international 

committee set up by the Indian Government to look at the 
Indigenous communities’ interests and research.  

Prof Matsabisa leads many research collaborative projects 
nationally, regionally and internationally. He is reviewer of a 

number of peers reviewed and indexed scientific journals and is 
in the editorial board of Journals. Served as an adjudicator for 

Women in Science Awards on two consecutive terms. He serves 
in the NRF Programme Management Committee and Review the 
Thuthuka Funding applications. He serves as a technical Expert to 

WIPO’s LDC division on TK. 
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Dr Nirvana Morgan 
 

 
 
 

 
Dr Morgan graduated with a Bachelor of Medicine from the University 

of Witwatersrand in 2007. After completing her internship and 
community service in Kwa Zulu Natal she went on to specialise in 

Psychiatry.  There after Dr Morgan took on a specialist position at Chris 
Hani Baragwanath Hospital. In 2017 she was awarded a fellowship to 

conduct a fulltime PhD. Her study involves an in-depth characterisation 
of nyaope users and strives to better understand the treatment 

outcomes of nyaope users after they leave rehabilitation. Dr Morgan is 
an executive member of the South African Addiction Medicine Society 

and co-chair of an international network of early career addiction 
medicine professionals. She has spoken at local and international 

psychiatry and addiction forums and was selected as a 2018 Mail and 
Guardian 200 young South Africans finalist. 

 


