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September NSTF Share ‘n Dare events 
Prof John Ataguba, through the NSTF Share ‘n Dare Programme, was invited to speak 
at the Mopani Science Festival organised by the Rural Education Festival (RedFest) – 
13 September 2017. The festival ran from 11-15 September 2017 at the Tivumbeni College, 
Nkowankowa near Tzaneen, 
Limpopo. Prof Ataguba 
addressed two groups of Grade 
10-11 learners from different 
schools. 
 
Prof Ataguba is one of the 
2016/2017 NSTF-South32 
Award winners, under the 
emerging researchers category. 
He is an Associate Professor in 
University of Cape Town’s 
Department of Public Health & 
Family Medicine and has 
recently occupied its 
Directorship chair. 
 
He is a public health economist 
and sees economists as social scientists. He has great passion for teaching and says that 
being an academic is his dream career, covering teaching, economics and research. 
 
Prof Ataguba shared his background of poverty and challenges. His dream was to be a 
teacher, which is why he continues to lecturer. “Do something because you love to do it. 
Because even if you don’t make money out of it, you will keep doing it,” said Prof Ataguba. 
 
He explained science as a 
systematic approach to solve a 
problem: being able to do 
something and then someone 
else can follow the steps and 
achieve the same result.  
 
He said that the worst grade he 
ever got was in economics, but 
today he is an economist. His 
philosophy is that no subject is 
difficult. It’s how you approach it 
that determines how you 
perform.  
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“We are all scientists,” he said. To explain this, he gave several examples, including one 
where he asked whether there was anyone puts on their pants before putting on their 
underwear. This proving that we all systematically strategise on what to do, step by step. 
 
 
 

 


