
Report back on Track A discussion

How are the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
supported by research and innovation in publicly 
funded institutions? National policy vs strategy



Goal 3: Ensure healthy lives & 
promote well-being for all at all 
ages

• SANBI contributes to this goal through its Species 
assessments – status of species linked to health 
and well-being, e.g. fish; and medicinal plants



Goal 6: Water

Mr Eroko a Zintchem, TUT:

Effectiveness of  selected halophilic bacteria for 
brine treatment

All tested halophilic bacteria were able to remove 
metal contents in the anaerobic conditions and 
their removal efficiency was better compared to 
that in the aerobic conditions. 

A great deal remains to be understood about 
bacterial diversity. 



Goal 6: Ensure access to water 
and sanitation for all

WRC, Dr Valerie Naidoo:

• All SDGs are linked to water

• Built environment – the ‘one water cycle’

• Rainwater, ground, wastewater, recycled,& 
drinking water















6) WRC (cont)

• What’s missing is the economic case around 
water recovery

• WSS = Water sensitive settlements – New taps 
(alternate water resources), blue-green 
infrastructure (planning and design, health 
impacts, etc), adapting to change (building 
resilience/governance) – need strong institutions 
to transfer the science, maximising value

• The poor are most vulnerable



6) WRC: Adapting to climate 
change:

• How we build dams?

• Same amount of chlorine?

• Best storage forms?

• How long will the droughts last? It’s a new 
scenario



Goal 13: Take urgent action to 
combat climate change & its 
impacts
•







Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use 
the oceans, seas & marine resources

• SANBI



Goal 15: Sustainably manage forests, 
combat desertification, halt & reverse 
land degradation, halt biodiversity loss

Dr Joseph Sebola, SANBI:

• Harnessing biodiversity value, investment in 
ecological infrastructure, ecosystem based 
adaptation to climate change

• Incl policy advice 

• Making Information Accessible – use the links on 
last slide of presentation





Goal 15: SANBI contributes to DEA 
Outcomes

1. ENVIRONMENTAL ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTION 
OPTIMISED

Facilitate sustainable Socio- economic Growth & 
Development by catalysing, optimising & scaling up the 
contribution of the environmental sector to economic 
prosperity

2. ECOLOGICAL INTEGRITY SAFEGUARDED & ENHANCED

Provide leadership in promoting & ensuring environmental 
sustainability through the management, utilisation, 
conservation, protection & valuing  of our natural resources



Goal 15 – contribution to DEA (cont)

3. SOCIALLY TRANSFORMED & TRANSITIONED 
COMMUNITIES 

Drive socio-economic transformation & transition 
by optimising the fair & equitable sharing of 
benefits & enabling Social Development

4. GLOBAL AGENDA INFLUENCED & GLOBAL/LOCAL 
OBLIGATIONS MET

Enhanced international  cooperation supportive of 
SA environmental /Social Development priorities



SANBI’s contribution to SDGs –
mainly goals 14 & 15











Goal 17: Revitalize the global 
partnership for sustainable 
development

Dr Lorren Haywood, CSIR:

• New goal, wasn’t part of MDGs, undervalued.

• The ultimate aim of this three-year research is to 
devise a transdisciplinary evidence-based 
approach for establishing and implementing 
partnership relationships.



Goal 17 - Research questions
1) Who are the key role players in SA with regards to implementing 
and achieving the SDGs? How are they organised?

2) What are the roles & responsibilities of specific clusters of actors 
towards the implementation, monitoring & reporting of 
development objectives & targets outlined in SDGs from SA 
perspective?

3) What are the relationships between groups of actors in the 
clusters and between the clusters?

4) What are the opportunities and constraints to achieving the 
SDGs in the SA context?

5) How can SA start overcoming challenges it faces to achieving the 
SDGs? 



Key groups 

of actors



Goal 17 – continuing research
• Conducting a literature review - academic and popular 

literature - and which international SDG partnership 
initiatives exist;

• Working with government to investigate the possibility of 
multi-stakeholder partnership under the UN High-Level 
Political Forum;

• Continuing engagements with stakeholders to establish what 
challenges to partnership building;  

• Conducting a mapping exercise - relationship between the 
NDP, SDG and Agenda 2063. Identify which partnerships are 
necessary and where they need to happen


