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1. PURPOSE 

The committee of the Science Councils and Statutory Bodies Sector of the NSTF is instrumental in promoting 
science and technology by creating platforms to express the views of its member organisations and the nation 
at large regarding SET and innovation matters. The latter is achieved through the annual Science Councils 
Symposium where a range of topical SETI issues are discussed by various experts and key role players in the 
science community. 

 
2. FRAME OF REFERENCE 

On 25 September 2015, many countries adopted sustainable development goals (SDG’s) agenda under the 
United Nations banner with intent to protect the planet, enhance the quality of lives and to ensure prosperity 
for the human race. Research and Innovation plays an important role to support the world in attaining the 
SDG’s.  

 
In South Africa, The National Development Plan (NDP) was developed as a guide or map for the country to 
follow in order to eliminate poverty and reduce inequality by the year 2030. This document is aligned to the 
SDG’s adopted by the United Nations and encourages active citizenry as a way to achieve the goals, a similar 
view expressed by the UN action plan on SDG’s. Despite the NDP and the UN’s SDG’s, South Africa continues 
to suffer from poverty as indicated by the increase in the number of social grants recipients by Statistics South 
Africa. Unemployment is high and thus households rely on elderly over the age of 60 for income. The 
population growth rate has picked up while the economy is ailing, as evidenced by downgrades from ratings 
agencies.  

 
The concern is that research and development is focused on the frontier of existing research than on the actual 
implementation of the solutions (http://www.usaf.ac.za/research-innovation-is-central-to-performance-on-
sustainable-development-goals/). 
 

3. OBJECTIVE 

The objective of the symposium is to facilitate exchanges and solution driven deliberations around the issue 
of Research and Innovation as a driver of SDG goals in South Africa by creating a platform for the Research, 
Development and Innovation (RDI) community and relevant government departments to discuss and respond 
to issues that may influence policy-makers to align RDI national strategy to the NDP as a step towards 
attaining the SDGs.  
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4. THEME, SUB-THEMES 

Proposed title: R&I in Publicly funded institutions - National policy vs Strategy.  
Theme: Contribution of RDI towards reaching the SDGs. Research, Development and Innovation as a key 
driver: Enabling research towards realising SDGs.  

• How is research and development (R&D) important for the attainment of the SDG’s? 

• In what way do Publicly funded institutions contribute to progress to reach the SDG’s? 

• To what extent do departmental research strategies relate to the SDG’s? (Strategies of the line 

departments of science councils) 

• In light of the above, what aspects of publicly funded institutions’ RDI work should be prioritised for 

increased funding? 
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