
Message from NSTF Executive Director: Discussing the implications of the US 

President’s actions and policies for science and scientists 

The National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF) has noted with great concern the 

recent actions and implied policies of the new president of the United States of America, Mr 

Donald Trump. There are various indications that Mr Trump’s attitudes are in conflict with 

easily established facts, as well as with the ideals and established practices related to the 

research establishment, and therefore science.  

The South African science community should come out strongly in its disapproval of 

discrimination against particular groups of people, the possibility of curtailing the scientific 

endeavour in the US and elsewhere, as well as suppressing well establishedfactual 

information and the “post-truth” phenomenon.  

The NSTF discussion forum on 8 March will provide a platform to unpack some of the effects 

and implications of the Trump administration’s actions and policies, particularly the negative 

impact on science and scientists. I hope to see as many members of our science, 

engineering and technology (SET) community there as possible.  

Among the many topics the international SET community will be commemorating or 

celebrating during the month of March, World Water Day (22 March) and World Tuberculosis 

Day (24 March) are of particular significance to SA.  

According to waterwise.co.za, the country receives an annual rainfall of 492 millimetres, 

nearly half the earth’s average, which puts SA into the category of water-stressed countries. 

In addition, SA’s freshwater supply is  decreasing in quality because of an increase in 

pollution and the destruction of river catchments, caused by factors such as urbanisation, 

deforestation, damming of rivers, destruction of wetlands, industry, mining, agriculture, 

energy use and accidental water pollution. World Water Day will focus attention on the 

importance of fresh water and aims to promote the sustainable management of freshwater 

resources. 

An NSTF Discussion Forum in September 2016 highlighted the skills drought in the water 

sector. The Forum highlighted / recommended: 

 That the Government and public regard this as a crisis, not only the current drought, 

but the growing scarcity of water in SA due to climate change. 

 That students be encouraged to contribute to the water sector as a career – there are 

many careers that can be followed due to the complexity of the sector. 

 That water-related research be supported and funded as a priority 

 New areas of research and innovation include nanotechnology and big data. Such 

cutting edge and multidisciplinary research can and should inform water solutions. 

 Although the Department of Water and Sanitation is working hard at identifying skills, 

careers and qualifications that are lacking and urgently needed, we want to urge 

Government to promote collaboration among Departments and among the tiers of 

Government in this regard. 

According to the SA National Tuberculosis Association, SA has one of the most serious 

tuberculosis (TB) epidemics in the world, with the disease causing the death of more than  
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60 000 South Africans in 2010. World Tuberculosis Day aims to build public awareness 

about the global TB epidemic and efforts to eliminate the disease. 

Last but not least, the NSTF has received a grant from the Carl & Emily Fuchs Foundation 

for 2016 to 2019, as part of the 50th Anniversary Celebrations of the Foundation in 2019. 

This funding is to be used for the NSTF’s Youth Outreach activities. The NSTF thanks the 

Fuchs Foundation for their generosity and the opportunity to improve and expand our 

activities. 
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