
Message from NSTF Executive Director: 2017 SET topics of 

celebration/commemoration & thoughts on decolonising university 

education 

At the beginning of another year it seems appropriate to take stock of some of the topics the 

international science, engineering and technology (SET) community will be commemorating or 

celebrating this year. 

Every year the National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF) celebrates and focuses on a 

particular theme in SET. Usually this theme is aligned with the year’s theme as declared by the 

United Nations. For 2017 the theme is Sustainable Tourism for Development #IY2017. This 

theme will be celebrated through the NSTF-South32 Awards that recognise outstanding 

contributions to SET and innovation in South Africa, as well as discussions on policies relevant 

to SET through a NSTF Discussion Forum.  We encourage you, our members and other 

stakeholders to participate and make your voice heard.  

The Second United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (2008 – 2017) comes to a 

close this year. In a statement made at the 71st session of the UN General Assembly in October 

2016, the SA Permanent Mission to the United Nations stated that “we (SA) need to improve our 

human resource development; in particular education and skills development, because of the 

significant role this plays in preventing the intergenerational transmission of poverty. As South 

Africa, we are determined to continue to build an economy that creates jobs, including self-

employment opportunities. We know that our ability to improve the educational outcomes, skills 

and aspirations of children and young people will play an important part in breaking generational 

cycles of poverty.” 

During February 2017 the international community will also be celebrating World Wetlands Day 

(2 February) and World Cancer Day (4 February). 

For those interested in the decolonisation debate, here is some news and possible reading: 

Recently Prof. CK Raju (from New Delhi, India, and Albukhary International University) visited 
South Africa to present at the 4th Annual UNISA Decoloniality Summer School. Prof. Raju has 
published extensively, mainly on mathematics, and the history and philosophy of science. 

Among others he wrote a book which is an extended thought-provoking essay – Is Science 

Western in Origin? On the back page the description of the book starts with “On stock Western 

history, science originated among the Greeks, and then developed in post-Renaissance Europe. 

This story was fabricated in three phases.” 

This is an important essay to read in that it provides some perspective for students who demand 

that university education be decolonised, without them specifying (or perhaps being aware of) 

what that would entail. Providing alternative views and reading on the history and philosophy of 

science might go a long way towards addressing the rejection of science among some of the 

students who are demanding change at institutions of higher education. 

http://www.nstf.org.za/awards/award-categories/20162017-categories/special-annual-theme-award/
http://www.nstf.org.za/awards/
http://www.nstf.org.za/discussions-forums/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/socialperspectiveondevelopment/united-nations-decade-for-the-eradication-of-poverty/second-united-nations-decade-for-the-eradication-of-poverty.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Wetlands_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Cancer_Day
http://ckraju.net/books/Is-Science-Western-in-Origin.html
http://ckraju.net/books/Is-Science-Western-in-Origin.html


The following might also be of interest: C.K. Raju. (2007). Cultural Foundations of Mathematics. 

Pearson Longman. ISBN 978-81-317-0871-2 

(Sources: Wikipedia , http://www.polity.org.za/article/decoloniality-summer-school-2017-2017-

01-09; and Interface programme on SABC3, 22 Jan 2017) 

Best wishes to all our readers for what promises to be an interesting year! 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-81-317-0871-2
http://www.polity.org.za/article/decoloniality-summer-school-2017-2017-01-09
http://www.polity.org.za/article/decoloniality-summer-school-2017-2017-01-09

