
Message from NSTF Executive Director: Looking back on the year – 

food security, water, and improving people’s lives  

This year we focused on food security and water issues in a number of ways. See the NSTF 

website for details of previous discussion forums if you were not able to keep up! It was the 

International Year of Pulses and we promoted the cultivation and use of the humble but 

amazing dry bean. Look at IYP2016 and our website to see how pulses provide hope for 

better nutrition, food security and water saving.  

Looking back on a year filled to the brim with science, engineering and technology (SET) 

activities, challenges and achievements, I want to thank all our members and other 

stakeholders for your participation and support during the past 12 months. The NSTF cannot 

fulfil its mandate to influence and catalyse quality delivery of SET policy and promote the 

health of the SET system without your support. 

Please remember, in these challenging times, that our country has a vibrant community of 

excellent scientists, engineers, and other SET-related professionals. SA also has some 

dedicated and hard- working public officials, excellent pieces of legislation and other public 

policies, as well as initiatives that improve the lives of many people. We urge these talented, 

knowledgeable and experienced experts to continue building and improving SA, and not to 

conclude that the political challenges spell the end of the sustained hard work of those many 

people who have the country’s best interests at heart.  

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all our readers a safe and relaxed holiday 

season. If you will be driving to a holiday destination, please take care and drive safely. May 

we all return in 2017 with renewed hope, energy and commitment to improve the lives of our 

fellow citizens through research and innovation!     

 

http://www.nstf.org.za/category/discussion-forums/previous-discussion-forums/
http://iyp2016.org/

