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2016/2017 National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF)–South 32 Awards 

  

Nomination Form 
Category:  

for 
an outstanding contribution to science, engineering and technology (SET) and innovation 

in South Africa  
through outreach and creating awareness (over the last five years by a team or individual) 

(Working title: Communication award)  
 

The Communication Award is intended to encourage South African researchers, writers, educators and 
communicators (including journalists) to promote SET and innovation through conventional and/or innovative 
means, in order to:  

 Raise public awareness of SET and innovation issues;  
 Raise public awareness of how the quality of people's daily lives is affected by such issues;  
 Raise public awareness of the opportunities for getting involved in SET and innovation issues;  
 Raise public awareness of career opportunities in SET; and/or  
 Engage the public in SET and innovation in innovative ways.  

 
The Communication Award is open to anyone who has had articles published in any South African print medium, 
and/or had insert broadcasts on any South African radio or television programme, and/or who has communicated 
SET and innovation regularly in other innovative ways (e.g. drama, cartoons, exhibitions, public lectures) during the 
past 5 years or less. Entries may include communicating on the life sciences, physical and/or social sciences, 
engineering and/or mathematics, as well as policy, health and environmental issues related to SET and innovation. 
 
Annual Theme Award: For 2017 this Award is made for a contribution to SET which contributes to or supports the 
International Year of Sustainable Tourism for Development. It is considered that science engagement with tourists, 
including their service providers, could be eligible for an award in this category. This form can be used to make a 
nomination in this category.  
 
Please read the information on the NSTF website www.nstf.org.za, before completing this form – particularly: ‘How 
to nominate an award candidate’, and ‘terms and conditions’, under the ‘Nominations’ tab. 
Deadline for submission of completed nomination forms: 12:00 on 3 March 2017. 
Nomination forms must be e-mailed to: enquiries@nstf.co.za 
Please complete and submit the forms in MS Word (please do not submit as a pdf file, to allow the NSTF to copy text 
from the document).  
 
Please ensure that you receive acknowledgement of receipt of your completed nomination documentation from the 
NSTF. In the event that you do not, please call the NSTF on Tel 012 841 3987 to make further arrangements. 

http://www.nstf.org.za/
mailto:enquiries@nstf.co.za
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Part 1: Nominee  
 
(The details required in this section are those of the individual or team being nominated for the Award)  

Title and Full Name  

Current position/s and name 
of applicable institution/ 
employer: Please provide full 
titles as applicable for all 
positions held 

 

 

 

 
Gender/Age/NRF rating of 
individual 

M/F Age:               years   NRF rating if applicable:       

Country/ies of citizenship 
 

 

Physical address 

 

 

 

Highest Qualification/s  

Telephone number  Cell number  

E-mail  
Website (if 
applicable) 

 

 
The following table should be completed for the individual, or a team representative, as applicable where 
different from the nominee 

Title and Full Name of 
representative  

 

Position in team/ organisation  

Gender/Age/NRF rating of 
individual 

M/F Age:             years   NRF rating if applicable:       

Physical address 

 

 

 

Highest Qualification/s  

Telephone number  Cell number  

E-mail  Website  
 
Please complete the following table for each additional team member to be recognised:  copy and paste for 
each additional team member as is necessary to include all the team members  
 

Title and Name of team member  

Current position/s and name of 
applicable institution/ employer  

 

Highest Qualification  NRF Rating if applicable  

Cell number  E-Mail  

 

Part 2: Nominator and Seconder 
(The details required in this section are those of the person making the nomination and the seconder)  

Title and Full Name  

Current position/s and name 
of applicable institution/ 
employer 

 

Physical address 

 

 

 

Telephone number  Cell number  



Nomination Form for Communication for outreach and creating awareness of SET and innovation 

3 

E-mail  
Website (if 
applicable) 

 

 
Seconder  
(The details required below are those of the person seconding the nomination)  

Title and Full Name  

Current position/s and name 
of applicable institution/ 
employer 

 

Address  

 

 

 

Telephone number  Cell number  

E-mail  
Website (if 
applicable) 

 

 

Part 3: Not required 
 
Part 4: Communications Officer 
(The details required below are those of the person responsible for communications with the media, at the 
institution/company/organisation of the nominee, or a person responsible for issuing media releases or articles on the 
work of the nominee.)  

Title and Full Name  

Physical address 

 

 

 

Telephone number   Cell number  

E-mail  
Website (if 
applicable)  

 
 

Part 5: Specific category in which this nomination is being made 
 
(Confirm the category in which you are nominating the individual) 

Communication for outreach and creating awareness of science, engineering, 
technology or innovation 

 

 
Part 6:  Nominations in other categories 
 
(Indicate whether you intend to nominate the candidate, whether an individual, or a member/s of a team, in 
another category)  

 

Yes/No   

 
If Yes, indicate the relevant category in the following table by number below. 
 

Categories – Full title: Working title: Other categories in 
which the nominee 
will be nominated: 

1. Awards for individual contributions   

1.1 An outstanding contribution to science, engineering, 
technology (SET) and innovation over a lifetime (15 years or 
more)  
 

Lifetime award  

1.2 TW Kambule-NSTF Awards: an outstanding contribution to Senior researcher award  
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science, engineering, technology (SET) and innovation by 
an individual researcher (up to 15 years after award of PhD 
or equivalent in research) 
 

1.3 TW Kambule-NSTF Awards: an outstanding contribution to 
science, engineering, technology (SET) and innovation by an 
emerging researcher (Post-docs up to six years after award of 
PhD or equivalent in research) 
 

Emerging researcher 
award 

 

1.4 An outstanding contribution to science, engineering, 
technology (SET) and innovation through management and 
related activities 
 

Management and 
related activities award 

 

2. An outstanding contribution to science, engineering, 

technology (SET) and innovation through research or 

engineering capacity development, by an individual. Sponsored 

by Eskom. 

 

Capacity development 

award 

 

3. NSTF-GreenMatter Award: for an outstanding contribution to 

science, engineering, technology (SET) and innovation in South 

Africa, towards achieving biodiversity conservation, 

environmental sustainability and a greener economy (over the 

last five to ten years) 

GreenMatter award  

4. NSTF-Water Research Commission Award: for an 

outstanding contribution to science, engineering, technology 

(SET) and innovation in South Africa, towards sustainable water 

management, and knowledge generation solutions; to be 

awarded in recognition of demonstrated leadership and impact. 

Water Research 

Commission award 

 

5. An outstanding contribution to science, engineering, 
technology (SET) and innovation, for advancing the availability, 
management and use of data for research 

Data for research award  

6.Awards for research leading to innovation: an outstanding 

contribution to science, engineering, technology (SET) and 

innovation 

Research for innovation 

awards 

 

7. Award for communication for outreach and creating 

awareness (over the last five years by a team or individual) 

Communication award  

8. Award to a Non-governmental organisation for an outstanding 

contribution to science, engineering, technology (SET) and 

innovation (over the last five to ten years) 

 

NGO award  

9. Annual theme award (awarded according to criteria in any of 

the above categories and the additional criteria in section 12 of 

the Nomination Form). For 2017 this Award is made for an 

outstanding contribution to science, engineering, technology 

(SET) and innovation which contributes to or supports 

Sustainable Tourism for Development, in recognition of the 

International Year of Sustainable Tourism for Development (as 

declared by the United Nations (UN)) 

Annual theme award  

Note that a separate Nomination form must be completed for each additional category except for the Annual 
Theme award.  Any original nomination form will suffice for the Annual Theme Award 
 
A further Nomination form should cross-refer to the principal Nomination form and should provide only the differences. 

 
Part 7:  Summary of the specific contribution / project / output for which 

the nominee is being nominated  
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The summary should be suitable for use in the media and the printed programme of the NSTF Awards event. It should 
be limited to no more than 100 words. Please describe the work in language suitable for the general public. Here 
follow some guiding notes. 

 Explain the field and your work and why this is important and necessary 
 Be clear about what makes the work different from others in the same field and/or with the same focus. Identify an 

extended component or an element that is particularly noteworthy. In essence, what makes this work stand out for 
the general public 

 

 
One-liner for similar use to the above   
  

 

 
Part 8:  Motivation  
 

 Please read the Terms and conditions and other material on the website 

 Responses should be factual and concise (no more than 400 words per criterion) 

 Avoid a 'marketing style' approach 

 Do not repeat what has been included under one criterion under another 

 Technical jargon and terminology should be limited to only that which is necessary and where used, should be 
explained 

In the assessment process the weighting of criteria 3 and 7 below is higher than for the other criteria. Please 
also note that this category covers a wide range of types of contribution. The form has been set out such that 
different facets, if relevant to the contribution and the nominee, can be set out in a manner that can be 
assimilated in the same way for all nominations in the category.   

Section 1: Background and the Contribution to the advancement of science/ technological 
innovation/new knowledge generated  

 

1. Describe the inputs, including where relevant:  

 Describe the method of the delivery of the communication and its novelty where applicable and why this 

particular approach was adopted  

 Describe the information used to provide the basis of the communication product/s 

 Describe the nature of the collaboration with other individuals and organisations, where relevant for the 

generation of the input 

 

 

2. The research/development process:  
 Describe the methodology followed to ensure the scientific correctness and high quality of the messages 

communicated 

 Where the nominee conducted his/her own research and this forms the subject of the communication, the 
work undertaken needs to be described  and the scientific, engineering or technological uniqueness and 
novelty of this research set out 

 

 

  
 
Section 2:  Outputs - What has been done with the contribution to the advancement of science / 

technological innovation/ new knowledge generated described in the first section?  
 

3. The Outputs: In summary what have been the outputs? eg 

 Provide a summary and description of the communications for which the nominee has been responsible. This 
should cover all the material at all levels, formal, informal, lectures, presentations, news articles, radio 
interviews, public talks, illustrations, books, dramas, etc 

 Describe the uniqueness and novelty of the contributions to the advancement of SET 
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 Please use the Appendix 11 to set this out in detail 
 

 

 
4. The practical application / implementation and commercial or economic impact: 

 Describe how the communications have led to practical applications and situations or have influenced the 
behaviour of the public, or the authorities or other entities  

 What direct response has been elicited from public audiences and the authorities or other entities and how 
has this been determined?  

 Describe the commercial or economic aspects and impact of the material covered by the communications  

 Where there is only a potential, some estimate of the potential should be given 

 

 
5. Relevance to South Africa and its people as a whole and resultant contribution to SET and innovation 
policy, which should be taken to include standards, practices, and methods: 

 To what extent have the outputs and findings been applied to improve the quality of life of the people and 
communities of South Africa as a whole?  

 How has this output impacted and what has been the impact on the environment?  

 How did this work/project contribute to the establishment or improvement of SET-related policy and practice in 
South Africa?  

 In particular how has it contributed to the generation of standards or other forms of technology? 

 

 

 
6. Publications: To what extent has the work been formally published (e.g. in journals and conference proceedings 
and in other media)? Please provide Bibliometric data, if available. The impact factor per publication should be 
provided where available. 
 

Number of formal publications in accredited journals in the period relevant to 
the nomination 

 

The H-index (or Hirsch-Index Benchmarking of Academic Research) and/or   

the H–IF index (Hirsch-Impact Factor index) of the nominee for these.  

Number of books  

Number of chapters as contributions to a book  

Number of conference proceedings   

The full publication list should be included as an Appendix (11.2).  Where longer lists for individuals need to be 
provided those publications which are relevant to the nomination should be highlighted.  
 
7. Promotion of public understanding of science and technology:  

 Describe the diversity of reach of the communications and how this is established 

 Provide an indication of how public awareness of the material covered has increased and whether this has 
increased the public or developmental involvement in related issues 

 Describe how public engagement is ensured in the communication process 

 How effective have the communications been at promoting public understanding of the material?  
 

 

Section 3: Students, Education, Sustainability and Recognition 

8. Supervision of students and promotion of education in this field as a contribution to the public 
understanding of SET: Please also see section 11. Use the table below to provide a summary of the statistics as 
necessary or relevant.  

 completed current 

Number of students directly supervised for Masters degrees   

Number of students co-supervised for Masters degrees   

Number of students directly supervised for Doctoral degrees   

Number of students co-supervised for Doctoral degrees   
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M. Students graduated by a unit managed by the nominee   

PhD students graduated by a unit managed by the nominee   

 
To what extent has the work/project contributed to the furtherance of education of learners and students as 
distinct from what has been covered under other criteria?  
Consider contributions at all three levels, i.e. primary and secondary schools, and tertiary institutions, as well as for 
the general public, where relevant and not covered elsewhere. Eg lecturing, supervision of Honours students, or 
school visits. 
 

 

 
9. Social and economic sustainability: Is the work/project for which the nominee is nominated ongoing?  
 

Yes/No   

 
If Yes then: 

 What are the vision and plans for the future?  

 What further value to the South African community can be provided by the communications envisioned?  
 Are the vehicles of communication sustainable? 

 

 
10. National and international recognition, including awards received by the nominee: 
Has this this communication or the individual/s received any recognition from any bodies outside the immediate 
working environment of the nominee, considered nationally and internationally?  
Has the individual received any awards or grants for science communication projects (e.g. National Science Week)? 
 

Yes/No   

 
If Yes please list awards received with description and dates: 
 

 

 
11.  Appendices: 

As appendices to this nomination, please include the following: 
11.1  Brief CV – this should be no more than a one-page summary and should emphasise contributions to SET 

Communications 
 

 

 
11.2 Details of relevant publications/articles over the last five years. 

(Expand the table below as needed) 
 

Title of  
Publication /  

 Event 

Date Title of Article / 
Presentation 

 

Page/s or duration Other details / 
comments 

     

     

 
11.3  Details of relevant programmes over the last five years. 

(Expand the table below as needed) 
 

Radio station or 
TV channel 

Date of broadcast Time of broadcast  Topic and title Other details / 
comments 

     

     

 
11.4 Supplementary material  
Samples of the articles/ programmes should be available to the adjudicators with the possibility of access to the full 
set either on a website or on request. It is not necessary that they be provided in full. The material to be supplied and 
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the method of access to the balance needs to be provided to the NSTF Secretariat (Building 33, Room S140, CSIR 
Campus, Meiring Naudé Drive, Brummeria, Pretoria). Where tapes of TV and radio programmes are submitted, the 
panel must be assisted by the provision of a hardcopy presentation in summary form. Set out what is to be provided in 
Part 10 question 7. 

 
12. An outstanding contribution to SET which contributes to or supports Sustainable Tourism for 

Development 

Science engagement with tourists, service providers in the tourism industry who mentor and train 

their tourist guides to do science engagement with visitors, and/or science engagement training for 

tourist guides, could be considered for the award. 

 (To be completed only where the nomination is to be considered for the Annual Theme Award)  

Please note that answers provided in the main section should not be repeated here but rather referred to 

where applicable. 

 
1.  Describe briefly what is being done to showcase the SET work covered in the nomination? 

 

 
 
2.  Describe the numbers of persons who get to see and experience the SET work. 

 

 
3. Describe the material available to demonstrate the work to tourists. What materials are available for the training of 

guides, for guides to refer to, and for the tourists themselves? What is the quality of the material? Does it include 

scientific references? Who has prepared the material? 

 

 

4. Are tour guides provided? 

Yes/No   

 
If No, please answer this question: 
If no tour guides are provided, how is the science communication with the tourists effected? 

 

 

If Yes, please answer the following questions: 

4.1 Are the tour guides required to have a CATHSETA qualification?  

Yes/No   

 

4.2 What steps are taken to ensure that the tour guides have relevant knowledge related to the tour? Does the tour 

guides’ body of knowledge include scientific knowledge? What steps are taken to ensure that the knowledge 

conveyed is scientifically accurate? Does some of the tour guide’s knowledge relate to environmental sustainability of 

the natural environment and its management? 

 

 

4.3 What are the plans for further education of the tour guides? What career paths are available and what provision is 

there for refreshing or updating their knowledge? 
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5. Over and above what has been stated in the motivation is there any further contribution to sustainable economic 
growth from the showcasing of the SET work? 

 

 
6. Describe to what extent the showcasing of the SET work provides for social inclusiveness, employment and poverty 
reduction.  

 

 
7. To what extent is the SET work and its demonstration resource efficient, and does it contribute to environmental 
protection and  to the reduction of the effects of/on climate change? 

 

 
8. To what extent does the SET work and its demonstration contribute to the preservation of cultural values, support 
diversity and respect heritage?  

 

 
9. Describe to what extent does the SET work and its demonstration contribute to mutual understanding and peace 
and security? 
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Part 9: Declaration by the nominee which should encompass all members 
of the team where applicable 
(Where multiple entries are necessary, please expand the space) 
 

1. Accountability  

Do you agree to the nomination and do you accept accountability for the 
content? 

Yes/No 

Signature of nominee – an electronic signature is acceptable 
 

 
 
So agreed 
Nominee’s Signature 

 
2. Previous nominations  

Have you or other members of the team been nominated for the NSTF or 
NSTF-BHP Billiton Awards or NSTF-South32 Awards before?  
 

Yes/No 

If Yes, in what year/s and in which categories? 
 

  

 
3. Previous Finalist 

Have you or other members of the team been a finalist in the NSTF or 
NSTF-BHP Billiton Awards or NSTF-South32 Awards before? 

Yes/No 

If Yes, in what year/s and in which categories? 
 

  

 
4. Previous Winner 

Have you or other members of the team been a winner in any NSTF or 
NSTF-BHP Billiton Awards or NSTF-South32 Awards category before? 

Yes/No 

If Yes, in what year/s and in which category? 
 

  

Please confirm that the contribution for which you are being nominated in 
this nomination covers new work which was not recognised by a previous 
NSTF or NSTF-BHP Billiton Award or NSTF-South32 Award to you or any 
other members of the team.  

Where appropriate please provide an explanatory note.  

 

 
 
----------------------- 
So confirmed 
Nominee’s Signature 

 
2.  Please indicate how you became aware of the call for nominations this year? 

NSTF Newsletter  

NSTF Website  

Organisational Intranet  

Mail&Guardian newspaper advertisement  

Business Report newspaper advertisement  

Campus/Public Radio Broadcast  

Other (please specify)  

 
 
 

 


