
 

“Universities must fall?” with guest 
speaker Prof. Barney Pityana 

18 November 2016 
10:00 for 10:20-12:00 
Kempton Park, Gauteng 
 
The National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF) notes with deep 
concern the unrest at our universities across the country, knowing that it 
will have a lasting negative impact on our education systems, the futures 
of current students, the availability and commitment of academics and 
post-graduate students, the research undertaken in South Africa, and 
the future of our country as a whole. It is with this context in mind that we 
are addressing related issues in the interest of stakeholders in the 
science, engineering and technology (SET) community which are part of 
the NSTF.  
 
A person of high moral standing, who can speak from experience, as 
President of the Convocation of the University of Cape Town (UCT), ex-
vice-chancellor and principal of the University of South Africa (Unisa) 
and former Chairman of the South African Human Rights Commission, 
Prof. Barney Pityana, has been invited to address the NSTF 
discussions as guest speaker. 
 
The questions we would like to reflect on and discuss are for example: 

 What are the causes of the current crisis at our universities? 

 What is the broader context of this crisis? 

 What has happened to the ‘moral compass’ of our society? 

 What will help to resolve this crisis? 

http://www.nstf.org.za/


 How do we gradually re-build the higher education system and the 
future? 

 
The details of the Discussion Forum is as follows: 

 Date: Friday, 18 November 2016  

 Time: 10:00 for 10:20-12:00 (ending with lunch) 

 Venue: Emperors Palace Convention Centre, Lucretia room, 64 
Jones Road, Kempton Park, Gauteng 

 Topic: “The universities must fall?” 

 Programme: Click here for the programme 

 RSVP: *Register online by no later than Monday, 14 November 2016 
* Terms and conditions apply (Important: note the registration 
information at the bottom of this invitation) 

 
The following outcomes are envisaged: 

 Besides the proceedings of the Discussion Forum itself, the 
presentation and subsequent discussions will be recorded  

 A Media Release or Statement will be issued on the discussions 
following the guest speaker’s presentation (subject to approval by the 
NSTF Executive Committee) 

 Submission of the Statement to the Department of Higher Education 
and Training, and any other government departments deemed 
relevant for this purpose 

 
Join the discussions and make your voice heard.  Looking forward to 
your presence and input as a valued stakeholder of the community! 
 
*Registration information (*Terms and Conditions) 
Non-Member Organisations of the NSTF: Attendance is open for 
anyone interested but non-members of the NSTF are charged a 
R2,000.00 (excluding VAT) registration fee which includes attendance, 
documentation relating to the event, conference stationery, refreshments 
and lunch. OR non-member organisations are invited to become 
members of the NSTF at a nominal annual membership fee and then 
participate in NSTF events free of charge throughout the year. Apply for 
membership online now! 
 
Background 
About the NSTF: The National Science and Technology Forum is a 
stakeholder body for all SET (science, engineering, technology) and 
innovation organisations in South Africa, and has more than 100 
organisational members. The NSTF is registered as a non-profit 
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company. In existence since 1995, the NSTF has a proud history of 
engagement with SET policy issues, the promotion of SET and 
discussions around SET-related matters. The NSTF has organised the 
prestigious NSTF Awards for researchers and other SET-related 
professionals, since 1998. 
 
Please note that if you do not RSVP, the NSTF cannot be held 
responsible for any unforeseen changes or cancellations of 
programmes. Communications are sent only via e-mail or through 
notifications on the NSTF website. 
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