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NATIONAL SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FORUM (NSTF) 
MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
 
Date:  13 November 2015 
Time:  08:30–10:30 
Venue: Emperor’s Palace Convention Centre, Marcia Room, Kempton Park, Gauteng 
 
 
1. Welcome, apologies, and purpose of annual general meeting  
 
Prof. Ali Dhansay, NSTF Chairperson, opened the meeting and welcomed everyone to the annual 
general meeting (AGM). 
 
2. Confirmation of the minutes of the AGM of 17 October 2014 and matters arising 
 
There were no comments or corrections on the minutes of the previous AGM on 17 October 2014. 
The minutes of the AGM could not be confirmed as there was no quorum. The minutes would be 
circulated to members for confirmation. 
 
3. Launch of the 2014/15 NSTF annual report and financial matters 
 
The annual report for the financial year 2014/15 (ended 31 March 2015) had been published and was 
launched at the AGM by Ms Jansie Niehaus NSTF Executive Director. The annual report also 
covered the NSTF Awards and Gala Dinner in July 2015, since most of the preparation took place in 
the previous financial year. 
 
The annual report was arranged according to strategic objectives: 
 
Strategic objective 1: To influence and monitor the development and implementation of public 
science, engineering and technology (SET) and innovation policies 
 
The discussion forums and workshops convened by the NSTF were presented in the annual report. 
Ms Niehaus drew attention to: 

 Presentation on nuclear power in the United Kingdom (UK) by Prof. Robin Grimes, Chief Scientific 
Advisor for the UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office (18 March 2015) 

 Discussion Forum on Innovation: Progress, Potential and Limitations, which was fairly 
provocative. The broader definition of innovation was considered, going beyond technological 
innovation (7 October 2014) 

 Discussion Forum on Beneficiation of South Africa’s Natural Resources: Agroprocessing and 
Mining, where the Chairperson of the Portfolio Committee on Trade and Industry (Ms Joanmariae 
Fubbs) was one of the presenters (17 September 2014) 

 proSET (Professionals in SET, a sector of the NSTF) President’s Forum on Energy in Transport: 
In Search of Sustainable Modes for the Future (21 August 2014). Some of the issues raised were 
currently being discussed in relation to the ecomobility campaign around Sandton 

 Discussion Forum on South Africa’s Participation and Leadership Role in the Science Sector of 
UNESCO – United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization – (6 June 2014). 
This was an intergovernmental meeting involving the various departments involved in UNESCO 
programmes. South Africa had been the chair of the International Science Commission for the 
past two years, and this role was formally vested in the Director-General of the Department of 
Science and Technology 

 
Strategic objective 2: To celebrate, recognise and reward excellence within the SET and innovation 
sectors 
 
Ms Niehaus commented that the 2015 awards process had been the most exciting to date. A new 
trophy was launched. The trophy was made by the National Laser Centre (NLC) through cutting-edge 
additive manufacturing technology (a form of 3D printing). Displaying the trophy has provided 
opportunities to promote this form of laser technology. 
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A special award for photonics research was initiated, which was won by Dr Andrew Forbes of the 
University of the Witwatersrand (Wits). There were 13 other winners, who are listed together with a 
summary of their research interests. The awards highlight the high-quality research being done in 
South Africa by South Africans. 
 
Strategic objective 3: To contribute towards the renewal of SET systems through youth interventions 
 
The NSTF has several youth programmes to nurture the youth for the future, including: 

 The Brilliants Programme, where participants were taken on a tour of the NLC and Aerosud. The 
NLC has an agreement with Aerosud to explore the production of aircraft parts through additive 
manufacturing using a South African-built machine. The participants in the Brilliants Programme 
are first-year university students from public schools whose matriculation marks for mathematics 
and science were among the highest in the country (of which the majority scored between 90–
100%). These students all enrolled for studies in SET. Ms Niehaus remarked that it is surprising 
that in each successive annual Brilliants Programme group there are about six students without a 
bursary. The NSTF continues to call for top matriculation students to automatically receive 
university bursaries 

 The Share ’n Dare Programme is an annual public awareness and education campaign aimed at 
creating platforms for NSTF award winners to address the youth, which had proved to be very 
inspiring, encouraging the youth to further investigate lesser-known fields of science and 
technology. There had been a significant improvement in attendance at these events; the 
audiences at these events during the last year totalled 3628, most of whom were learners. 

 
With respect to corporate governance, the NSTF is a broad stakeholder body that represents over 
100 organisational members. There are two main subcommittees: 

 Science Councils and Statutory Bodies Subcommittee, on which all sciences councils are 
represented. The aim of the committee is to facilitate interchange among institutions and it serves 
as a valuable networking forum 

 proSET Subcommittee, which represents professional bodies and learned societies. For historical 
reasons, proSET has ring-fenced funding for its projects, particularly cross-cutting projects with a 
focus on the youth, awareness raising, and education and training. These funds are managed by 
the committee, which has a grant-making function. 

 
Ms Niehaus thanked executive members and board members for their commitment to the success of 
the NSTF and their valuable oversight role. 
 
The NSTF Secretariat comprises 71% black staff and 71% female staff.  
 
The sources of NSTF funding are: 60% from membership fees, 25% from fundraising for NSTF 
awards and 15% for the administration of projects on behalf of third parties.  
 
3.1 Audit for financial year 1 April 2014 to 31 March 2015 
 
Total assets in 2014/15 amounted to R13.2 million, most of which is managed on behalf of other 
parties, whether ring-fenced or held by the Department of Science and Technology for various 
projects. The annual turnover is about R2 million. The proSET funding was not reflected in the 
NSTF’s annual report but reported on separately under the AS&TS Trust, which was still a separate 
legal entity but had ceased to have its own membership. The AS&TS Trust was managed by NSTF 
directors, and the two organisations had effectively become one. 
 
3.2 Appointment of auditors for financial year 1 April 2015 to 31 March 2016 
 
The proposal was made to reappoint Middel & Partners as the NSTF’s auditor for the next financial 
year. In response to a query, it was noted that Middel & Partners had been the NSTF’s auditor for five 
years. Ms Niehaus responded that the regular rotation of auditors had been considered, but the NSTF 
proposed continuing with the same auditors due to the organisation’s complicated financial 
arrangements. The NSTF had received advice that it was not necessary to change the auditing firm, 
but that changing the partner within the firm that conducts the audit would be sufficient to meet the 
legal requirement for rotation. The NSTF Secretariat would seek legal advice on the requirements of 
the Companies Act to ensure compliance with respect to the rotation of auditors.  
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Mr Botha cautioned that it could be very expensive for an NGO such as the NSTF to change auditors 
unless this was necessary to meet statutory requirements.  
 
4. Membership database since October 2014 to date 
 
NSTF currently has 107 member organisations, which are listed on the website. Ms Niehaus reported 
on the following seven new members since the 2014 AGM: 
 
Organisation Sector 
Bakgatla-Ba-Kgalefela Strategic Investment Company Business (Corporates) 
National Intellectual Property Management Office Statutory bodies 
Bokamoso Science & Technology Education Centre Civil Society 
Limpopo Economic Development Agency Statutory bodies 
The Technology Innovation Agency Statutory bodies 
Rand Water State Owned Enterprises 
Geo-Information Society of South Africa (GISSA) proSET (Professional Bodies) 
 
Over the same period, the following nine memberships had been terminated through resignation, 
dissolution of the organisation, or cancellation of membership due to non-payment of fees: 
 
Organisation  Sector 
The IT Coach Business (SMMEs) 
Makabe Mining & Investment (Pty) Ltd Business (corporates) 
Grahamstown Foundation Civil Society 
Mutono Technologies Business (SMMEs) 
Moses Kotane Institute Civil Society 
Arcelor Mittal Science Centre Civil Society 
Norcaz Academy Business (SMMEs) 
SA Institute for Engineering and Environmental 
Geologists proSET (Professional Bodies) 
Denel Learning Academy Business (corporates) 
 
The NSTF Secretariat would follow up with several of the organisations whose membership had 
lapsed. 
 
5. Executive Committee members and alternates per sector and Vice-Chair 
 
The seven NSTF sectors are represented on the Executive Committee (Exco) through members who 
are nominated and elected by their sectors. Government is also represented on the Exco. Each sector 
has one representative on Exco, with the exception of proSET which has two representatives 
because this is the largest sector of the NSTF membership (38 professional societies). 
 
There were two vacant positions on Exco, namely the Vice-Chair (who could come from any sector) 
and the business sector alternate representative. The Vice-Chair is chosen from among Exco 
members. Nominations for an alternate representative for the business sector, as well as nominations 
for any of the other sectors, were invited. Ms Niehaus emphasised the importance of the 
representation of the business sector as part of the SET and innovation community.  
 
6. Election of Adjudication Panel for 2015/2016 NSTF awards 

 
The members present nominated for the Adjudication Panel for 2015/2016 NSTF Awards in each of 
the NSTF’s sectors. The list of nominations below will be considered and appointed by the NSTF 
Exco.  
 

Name of Nominee (NSTF 
Adjudication Panel) Organisation Sector nominated for 

Prof Niel Coville Wits proSET 

Ms Nicky Koorbanally CSIR proSET and State Owned 
Enterprises Sector 



National Science and Technology Forum 

4 
Minutes of AGM of 13 November 2015 

Dr Nompumelelo Obokoh AfricaBio Civil Society Sector 

Dr Lindiwe Mtwisha  University of Johannesburg Civil Society Sector; and Higher 
Educational Sector 

Prof Welllington Thwala University of Johannesburg Civil Society Sector; and Higher 
Educational Sector 

Dr Tshepo Malefetse Mintek proSET 

Dr Mamoeletsi Mosia CSIR proSET 

Nirvashnee Seetal CSIR proSET 

Dr Paul Oberholster CSIR proSET 

Prof. Ray Durrheim CSIR & Wits proSET 

Prof. Luke Chimuka Wits proSET 

Mr Andre Hoffman SAIEE proSET 

Mr Bongani Memela CSIR proSET 

 
7. Memorandum of incorporation  
 
Since the establishment of the NSTF in 1995, it had been governed by a constitution. When the NSTF 
was registered as a section 21 company (now a non-profit company) in 2007, the constitution had 
been amended to take account of the Companies Act, and the amendment had been approved by 
NSTF membership. In terms of the new Companies Act, a constitution is no longer sufficient, and the 
NSTF is now required to have a memorandum of incorporation (MoI). A lawyer who specialises in 
NGOs had been consulted and had drafted an MoI for the NSTF based on the former constitution. 
This MoI was made available a month before the AGM, and is on the NSTF website. 
 
The members present voted on the following resolutions: 
 
Special resolutions 

 That the memorandum and articles of the company and ‘constitution’ be substituted with the new 
memorandum of incorporation 

 That the objects of the company be amended to those contained in the new memorandum of 
incorporation, which are the same objects as those in the document adopted as a ‘constitution’ 
and which are: “To advance, promote and protect the common interests of its members relating to 
science and technology; to encourage and promote the general restructuring and advancement of 
science and technology; and to support the development of an integrated science and technology 
system which reflects the principles inherent in a free and democratic South Africa.” 

 That the restrictions on powers of the company as contained in the new MoI be noted and 
registered in terms of s15(2)(b) of the Companies Act. 

 
Ordinary resolution 

 That the removal of MDP Sekretariële Dienste as company secretary is accepted and the change 
registered with the Companies and Intellectual Property Commission (CIPC). 

 
Some reservation was expressed about the wording of the Ordinary Resolution, and it was requested 
that the resolution be clarified by stipulating whether MDP Sekretariële Dienste was to be removed as 
company secretary and replaced with another named entity, or whether the provision for a company 
secretary was to be removed altogether. 
 
8. Topics for Discussion Forums in 2016 
 
Topics for discussion forums in 2016 were invited and the following suggestions were made: 

 Value of mother tongue education, in view of promising results from the Eastern Cape of mother 
tongue instruction in Xhosa and criticism of the government announcement that Mandarin should 
be taught at SA schools (suggested by Prof. J. Eloff, SA Academy for Arts and Sciences) 

 Annual national assessments (ANA), which regularly assess performance in mathematics and 
English throughout a learner’s school career and have resulted in much controversy. The forum 
could aim to hear the perspective of both teachers and teacher unions (suggested by Prof. M. 
Rollnick, SA Chemical Institute) 
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 Support and promotion of basic sciences: Attraction and retention of students from basic 
education to PhD (suggested by Dr A. Muronga, SA Institute of Physics) 

 Sustainable and renewable energy (suggested by Mr D. Botha, SA Academy of Engineering 
[SAAE] and supported by Dr J. Rees, Agricultural Research Council [ARC]) 

 Water, which could be subdivided into a number of topics including pollution of water courses 
(suggested by Mr D. Botha, SAAE) 

 Sustainable intensification of agriculture, especially in the context of smallholder farmers 
(suggested by Dr J. Rees, ARC) 

 Genome engineering, including the implications with respect to technology and regulation 
(suggested by Dr J. Rees, ARC) 

 Food security (suggested by Mr D. Botha, SAAE) 
 
Exco had already proposed the following topics: 

 Water (the Water Research Commission was keen to collaborate on a series of water 
discussions) 

 International year of pulses (edible beans), which relates to agriculture and food security (the 
possibility had already been discussed with the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries) 

 
The call for suggestions for discussion forum topics was an open and on-going call. Mr Botha 
commented that it might be necessary to keep returning to certain topics from time to time as the 
issues remained unresolved (e.g. renewal energy and water). 
 
9. NSTF Strategy 2015/16–2020 
 
The NSTF Strategy 2015/16–2020 was not discussed due to lack of time at the AGM. 
 
10. Announcements 
 
New NSTF website: The NSTF engages in various forms of stakeholder communication. The three 
websites are to be combined into a single one (nstf.org.za). The new current-look website would go 
live on 1 December 2015 and would be linked to the NSTF’s Facebook, Twitter and YouTube profiles. 
 
Awards Publicity Committee: NSTF member organisations were invited to send someone to 
participate on the Awards Publicity Committee from 2016. Two nominations were made by members. 
 
Call for NSTF Awards nominations: The call for NSTF Awards nominations is now open. 
 
Year of Light Innovation Forum: The NSTF is planning a discussion forum on innovation in light-
based technologies. 
 
DST Science Forum: The DST is organising a conference called the South African Science Forum 
for 8–9 December 2015. 
 
11. proSET AGM and report on AS&TS Trust 
 
Mr Dawie Botha reported that the AS&TS Trust fund (Associated Scientific and Technical Societies 
Trust) had been formed with contributions from previous members of the Associated Scientific and 
Technical Societies. The trust funds had remained unused for about 15 years when the AS&TS Trust 
ceased to be active. When the trust was wound up, it had been stipulated that the funds should go to 
a similar organisation, and the NSTF (specifically the proSET sub-committee) had thus been 
entrusted with the funds, currently amounting to approximately R5 million. From 2014, proSET had 
begun using the funds to invest in South Africa. In 2014/15, an initial budget of R200 000 had been 
set aside for grants, with a further R50 000 for a proSET sub-committee-initiated project. 
 
proSET would like to grow the funds by attracting investments by parties who are excited at the 
potential of such a fund. The call for grant applications goes out to all proSET member associations. 
The proposals received had doubled between 2014 and 2015. 
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12. General and closure of AGM 
 
Ms Niehaus thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the AGM. The AGM was followed by a 
presentation by the guest speaker, Prof. Lee Berger from Wits, on “Almost human” - the discovery of 
Homo Naledi’. 
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APPENDIX 1: ATTENDANCE LIST 
Ms Renate Venier Academy of Science of South Africa (ASSAf) 
Dr Nompumelelo Obokoh Africabio 
Dr Bongani Maseko Africabio 
Dr Jasper Rees Agricultural Research Council (ARC) 
Mr Mark Krieg Aluminium Federation of South Africa (AFSA) 
Mr Khangalani Mdakane Association for Mathematics Education of SA (AMESA) 
Mr Richard Gundersen BBE Consulting (Member of the proSET sub-committee) 
Prof. Sam Mashele  Central University of Technology (CUT) 
Mr Christian Teffo Chamber of Mines of SA 
Ms Deidre Penfold Chemical and Allied Industries' Association (CAIA) 
Dr Lee-Ann Noach-Pienaar Council For Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR) 
Ms Priscilla Moodley Eskom Expo for Young Scientists 
Mr Morena Letsosa Geo-Information Society of SA (GISSA) 
Mr Reinhard Meyer Geological Society of SA 
Mr Piet Monegi Grassland Society of Southern Africa 
Mr Lucas Letsoalo Grassland Society of Southern Africa 
Mr Tony Parry Institute of Information Technology Professionals SA (IITPSA) 
Dr Tshepo Malefetse Mintek 
Mr Julius Olubodun ORT SA 
Mr Fannie Matumba Programme for Technological Careers (PROTEC) 
Mr Mgcini Tshuma Sangari South Africa (Pty) Ltd 
Mr Sivukile Sibanda Sangari South Africa (Pty) Ltd 
Prof. Kobus Eloff SA Academy for Arts and Sciences (SAASA) 
Mr David Botha SA Academy of Engineering (SAAE) 
Mr Denis Hunt SA Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SACCI) 
Prof. Marissa Rollnick SA Chemical Institute (SACI) – proxy signed by representative, Prof. 

Neil Coville that tendered an apology 
Dr Gerda Botha SA Council for Natural Scientific Professions (SACNASP) 
Ms Sarah van Aardt SACNASP 
Ms Boeboe Neethling SA Institute of Agricultural Engineering (SAIAE) 
Mr Andre Hoffmann SA Institute of Electrical Engineers (SAIEE) 
Mr Muronga Azwinndini SA Institute of Physics (SAIP) 
Mr Patrick Rasehwete SA Mathematics Foundation (SAMF) – proxy signed by 

representative Prof. Johann Engelbrecht that tendered an apology 
Ms Janine Victor SA National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) 
Ms Vanessa Flame SA Nuclear Energy Corporation (NECSA) 
Dr Jasper Rees SA Sugarcane Research Institute (SASRI) – proxy signed by 

representative, Dr Carolyn Baker that tendered an apology 
Dr Alufheli Edgar Nesamvuni Tshwane University of Technology (TUT) 
Dr Linda Mtwisha University of Johannesburg (UJ) 
Mr Lesiba Seshoka University of Kwazulu-Natal (UKZN) 
Dr Inga Jacobs-Mata Water Research Commission (WRC) 
Prof. Ali Dhansay Chairman of NSTF 
Ms Jansie Niehaus NSTF Executive Director 
Ms Wilna Eksteen NSTF Staff 
Ms Makwena Ramaru NSTF Staff 
Mr Siya Kweyama NSTF Staff 
Mr Matome Mphela NSTF Staff 
Ms Fuluthelo Gelebe NSTF Staff 
Prof. Lee Berger  Guest Speaker, Wits 
  
APPENDIX 2: APOLOGIES TENDERED 
Dr Abraham Thomas Council for Geoscience (Signed proxy to Dr Marthinus Cloete that 

was absent without an apology) 
Prof. Neil Coville SACI (Signed proxy to Prof. Marissa Rollnick) 
Prof. Johann Engelbrecht SAMF (Signed proxy to Mr Patrick Rasehwete) 
Dr Carolyn Baker SASRI (Signed proxy to Dr Jasper Rees) 
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APPENDIX 3: LIST OF ACRONYMS 
 
AGM Annual general meeting 
ARC Agricultural Research Council 
AS&TS Associated Scientific and Technical Societies 
DST Department of Science and Technology 
Exco Executive Committee  
MoI Memorandum of incorporation 
NGO Non-governmental organisation 
NLC National Laser Centre 
NSTF National Science and Technology Forum 
proSET NSTF sector for Professionals in Science, Engineering and Technology 
SA South Africa 
SACNASP SA Council for Natural Scientific Professions 
SET Science, engineering and technology 
SMMEs Small, medium and micro enterprises 
UK United Kingdom 
UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 
 


