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As most of our readers are aware, the finalists for the 2015-2016 NSTF-South32 

Awards have been announced – congratulations to all these outstanding scientists, 

professionals and role models! Given the quality of the nominations received and the 

fierce competition faced by the nominees, it is indeed an extraordinary honour to be 

an award finalist.  I hope our members and other science, engineering and 

technology stakeholders will all join us on 30 June 2016 in Gauteng at the gala 

awards dinner to meet the winners and finalists and celebrate their achievements. 

See www.nstf.org.za to book your tables/seats.  

I would like to draw our readers’ attention to a series of conferences presented by 

the ‘Singularity University’ during the course of 2016 in the USA. The Singularity 

University is an NGO that “provides educational programmes, innovative 

partnerships and a start-up accelerator to help individuals, businesses, NGOs and 

governments understand cutting-edge technologies, and how to utilize these 

technologies to positively impact billions of people”. Is there something we can learn 

from them? 

The Exponential Conference Series consists of 4 conferences held in different cities 

- three of them sector-specific: focusing on finance, medicine, and manufacturing, 

and the fourth one is a Global Summit – addressing “…Global Grand Challenges. 

These are the problems that impact all of humanity that can be addressed through 

the application of exponential technologies”.   

The Exponential Manufacturing Conference has just taken place in Boston, and will 

be held there again in May 2017.  

Exponential manufacturing means that manufacturing is changing exponentially due 

to new technologies developing all the time. With the NSTF discussion forum on 

Light-based Technologies (in March) still fresh in our memories, photonics-based 

industries and additive manufacturing come to mind. It is truly astounding what can 

be done! But South Africa is lagging behind in most cases, and desperately needs to 

embrace the advantages of new technologies… However it will take a will to 

innovate and make things happen, to have a hope of ‘catching up’ or ‘leap-frogging’ 

using cutting-edge technologies! 

Join NSTF, join the discussions and the events, and be inspired to learn something 

new all the time, and to make new technology happen! 

The NSTF’s second national discussion forum of the year will take place on 2-3 June 

2016, on the topic of pulses and food security, in honour of the International Year of 

Pulses as declared by the United Nations. We hope all of you will join us to discuss 
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how to raise awareness of the benefits of producing and eating pulses, and to 

engage with government departments about food security issues and the promotion 

of pulses.   

 

 

 


