
 

Message from NSTF Executive Director 

The first discussion forum of the year, hosted by the National Science and Technology 

Forum (NSTF)and the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR)National Laser 

Centre, took place on 14-15 March in Gauteng. Funded by the Department of Science and 

Technology, the event focused on advances in light technologies in solar renewable energy, 

additive manufacturing and fibre optic communications. Across the board, delegates called 

for a defined photonics industry, including the revival of a photonics association to ensure 

that the community speaks with a single voice. Other recommendations included the 

coordination of industry and research to ensure that opportunities are realised. This is 

important as photonics technology development is cross-disciplinary. Click here for the 

media release and more information, as well as to view individual presentations. Further 

comments are welcomed.  E-mail enquiries@nstf.co.za 

  

I wish to draw the attention of our readers to one of the most prestigious honours given to 

scientists from the developing world: the  TWAS (The World Academy of Sciences)-Lenovo 

Science Prize. This year, the prize, worth USD100 000, will be awarded for outstanding 

achievements in chemical sciences. I am convinced there are potential nominees in our local 

science community. The closing date for entries is 16 May 2016; please spread the word to 

colleagues and contacts who work in the field of chemical sciences.  

The Global Pulse Confederation and its partners around the world continue their 

celebrations of 2016 as the UN-declared International Year of Pulses with the launch on 1 

April of the World’s Greatest Pulse Dishes, a collection of 60+ pulse-based recipes 

submitted by countries around the world.  SA’s national signature dish is a traditional potjie; 

why not get into the spirit of things and spoil your family this weekend by trying out this 

delicious recipe?    
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