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HOW MOBILE TECHNOLOGY IS DRIVING CHANGE IN OUR SCHOOLS (MS LULU 
BURGER, THINK AHEAD) 
 
Think Ahead works with Apple and takes the best technology into schools. They believe in the 
need for a pedagogical approach to the use of technology in the classroom, driven by teachers. 
Teachers are often too insistent on conveying content.  
 
Technology is driving pedagogy because of its mobility. It is no longer necessary to book a 
static lab when teachers want their class to work on computers. The technology can be 
available in each learners’ hands. There are many applications that can be pre-loaded, or the 
iPad can be used as a content creation tool. 
 
Collaboration with communities is very important. Mobile technology gives teachers access to a 
community of best practice.  
 
The workplace drives the adoption of mobile technology. Apple products inspire creativity and 
hands-on learning with features and are easy to integrate into the curriculum. Learners are able 
to work together in collaborative groups through technology, or to use the technology for 
applications. The technology contributes to personalised learning and cloning of the teacher. 
Free online course material is available (e.g. iTunes University), which teachers can use to up-
skill themselves, or to extend gifted learners. iPads can be used, for example, to create 
multimedia slideshows, which do not necessarily require connectivity. 
 
Learners who have been exposed to the use of mobile technology for teaching do not want to 
do away with teachers. They want to have a relationship in which their teachers awaken their 
curiosity. Conveying content is thus no longer regarded as the teacher’s primary role.  
 
iSchoolAfrica iPad learning programme 
iSchoolAfrica aims to bring the best available education technology and practices to schools in 
South Africa. iSchoolAfrica works in partnership with corporate sponsors, ministries and schools 
to set up sustainable, scalable curriculum-integrated technology programmes. 
 
The mobile classroom does not require complex infrastructure. Each participating school is 
issued with one mobile iPad lab containing 20 iPads, projector and MacBook Pro. This is kept in 
a secure, mobile case. The mobile lab is an efficient way of deploying scarce resources and can 
be moved from classroom to classroom, ensuring integration into subject teaching and learning. 
 
A key focus of the programme is capacity building. iSchoolAfrica works with teachers in the 
classroom, ensuring on-going professional development. This particular set-up, consisting of the 
mobile classroom and facilitator, takes away any barriers to the implementation of technology in 
the classroom. 
 
iSchoolAfrica identifies and trains the most committed and capable teacher in each school to 
become the iPad school champion, who will take over the facilitation and become responsible 
for lesson plan development and integration. 
 
Teachers and learners are introduced to ICT in a motivating way. Within a short period of time, 
results are evident. Teachers are empowered. Learners are engaged. The focus of the 
programme is learning and teaching, not tools or infrastructure. 
 
The advantage of the iPad is its ease of use, with features including: 
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• iBooks Author is a tool that teachers can use to pool their information in an e-book, linking 
resources, videos etc.  

• iTunes University is an extensive free content resource. 

• Applications are very effective. The South African school curriculum has been mapped to 
the iPad apps in the iTunes Store. 

• The ZA Books store has over 4 000 e-book titles, which are capable of annotation. All the 
CAPS (National Curriculum and Assessment Policy Statement) workbooks are available for 
free, as well as past examination papers. 

 
Conclusion 
The use of iPads is the classroom has many advantages: 

• It does not require a large initial learning curve for teachers or learners. 

• The technology can be used in the classroom with minimal IT support.  

• Customer satisfaction is 96%.  

• The iPads can be charged overnight and will retain their charge for several days; access to 
power plugs in the classroom is not required. 

• Apps can be updated free of charge. 
 
Ms Burger urged educationalists to consider innovative teaching solutions using mobile 
technology for the sake of learners. 
 
 


