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What is a Chromebook?

You can think of a Chromebook as Internet-partially 
dependent laptop that starts up super fast (roughly 7 
seconds, or a fraction of the time it takes to boot an 
old Windows computer).

They’re relatively lightweight (0.7 inches thin and 
weighting 1.1 kg) and powered by Google’s Chrome 
operating system.

The device’s name gives you a clue of what kind of OS it 
uses, and the only app natively stored that runs on the 
device is a browser.



What is a Chromebook?

Everything else is composed of Web apps (email, photos, 
documents), or apps that run while you’re connected to 
a network.

The high point about everything being saved on the Web 
is that you’ll have access to it from any computer. Plus, if 
your Chromebook ever bites the dust, you won’t have to 
worry about losing all your apps, documents, and 
settings.



What is a Chromebook?

You can still use a Chromebook in the absence of an 
Internet connection as long as you download offline 
versions of Web apps, such as Gmail Offline.

Chromebooks can connect to the Internet via both 
Wi-Fi and 3G/4G.



The Pilot: 

Google and Acer kindly provided fifteen participants 
from the School of Computing each an Acer C7 
Chromebooks to pilot since October, 2013. The devices 
were enrolled on the Google Educational Domain for 
free. From the pilot the following has become apparent:

The participants have found the Chromebook a solid 
alternative to a conventional laptop; some 
participants have taken this one step further in 
utilising the device as their main device and leaving 
their laptops at work. 



The Pilot: 

This is in part to the Acer C7 Chromebook ability to 
provide the same functionality as a normal laptop but 
more freedom as the device weight only 900 grams 
and with a battery life of up to eight and half hours, 
which has been validated in this piloted.
Google Docs is equivalent to Microsoft Office suite 
with a similar look and feel making the adjustment 
even easier to the new environment. 
Participants enjoyed the fact that their documents, 
once loaded to the Google cloud (Google drive) are 
available anywhere and anytime. Only they require is 
their username and password.



The Pilot: 

Participants of the pilot found working collaboratively 
on documentation/presentation/spreadsheets can be 
done in real-time and was enjoyable. 
Google Hangout provides a videoconferencing tool 
that is easy to use, install and runs on low bandwidth.

Through an easy to install plugin Google Hangout 
on Air the conversations on the Google Hangout 
can be saved in a YouTube video allowing 
discussion on tuition materials to be saved and 
referred to for further lectures.



The Pilot

The Google education domain provides the admins 
the ability add, edit and delete users easily and 
effectively as well as control content and applications 
pre-installed on each device on the domain. As well as 
pushing applications to the devices on the domain. 
Ubuntu Linux can be installed for those who wish to 
work in a Linux environment, the beauty of the Linux 
installation is that it creates a parallel operating which 
is easy to move between Chrome OS and Linux 
seamlessly.



Advantages of Chromebooks:

School day 1:1 programs

Many students and lecturers lack classroom-based 
computer or web access due to high costs or the 
logistical challenge of supporting school-based 
networks. But now, that’s all changed. Chrome 
devices enable you to...

Scale access to the web with computers that are 
simple to use and easy to distribute

Share devices among students, with no manual set-
up for different users



Advantages of Chromebooks:

Enjoy constant connectivity through integrated Wi-Fi 
and optional 3G, for always-on access without relying 
on school networks

Administer machines throughout the school, no 
matter how many Chrome devices you have, or where 
they’re being used.



Advantages of Chromebooks:

Fulltime 1:1 learning

Learning doesn’t stop when the school day ends, so 
why limit access to applications, collaboration tools 
and homework resources after school? The 
educational disconnect between school and home can 
now be bridged with Chrome devices, which make it 
easy for...

Students to access the web, their applications and 
files wherever they are, with light weight, long battery 
life and fast start-up



Advantages of Chromebooks:

Teachers and students to collaborate on homework 
and learning after the last bell

Administrators to assign and manage one machine 
for each student every school-year, with no manual 
maintenance, security patching or time-consuming 
support



Advantages of Chromebooks:

The ability to share machines with virtually no 
machine set-up for different users

A “stateless” environment for a personalized 
experience, available to all students and teachers just 
by signing in

Access to a vast array of educational sites, online 
experiences, and apps that promote learning, 
collaboration and creativity



Savings:

•Through utilising of Chromebook, you will be able to 
save costs through to ways:

–Printing costs will be reduced as the students will no 
longer require printed notes 

–No need to pay for the Microsoft Academic licensing.

–Through the usage of Google Docs, all the 
documentation used will be hosted by Google and 
reducing server costs. 



Demonstrations 

Google Docs:

Google Documents 

Google Spreadsheet

Google Form
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Questions:

Contact me Mr. Ted White

on 082-530-2487

or on whiteepg@unisa.ac.za

mailto:whiteepg@unisa.ac.za


Thank you for you time

“Education is our passport to the future, for

tomorrow belongs to the people who prepare

for it today.”

Malcolm X


