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NSTF Workshop on ICT assisted education solutions 

Date : 2 April 2014 

Venue: Emperors Palace, Convention Centre, Gauteng 

Speakers’ Biographies 

PHIL MNISI 

Mr Phil Mnisi has a Master’s degree in Education from WITS University, South Africa. He qualified as a High School 

teacher in 1986. He later joined the Maths Centre for Professional Teachers, a non- governmental organisation (NGO’s) 

supporting educators in the teaching of Maths and Science, as a Maths facilitator.  

In 1997, he was appointed by the Gauteng Department of Education as a Curriculum Specialist, and in 1998, he was 

promoted to the National Office in the Research Unit of the Department of Education. In 2004, Mr Mnisi was promoted 

to head the School Enrichment Directorate and later transferred to the office of the Deputy Minister of Education, as the 

Office Manager. In 2008, Mr Mnisi was appointed as the Education Executive Manager of Mindset Network, an Electronic 

Media company, in Johannesburg, that provides educational solutions for education and health sectors.  

Mr Mnisi is currently the Director for Curriculum Innovation and e-Learning, in the Department of Basic Education. This 

Unit is tasked with the facilitation of the integration of e-Learning to all South African schools.  

KOBUS VAN WYK  

Kobus van Wyk has been in the IT industry for 33 years.  In 2001 he was commissioned to start and manage the Khanya 

Project in the Western Cape, one of the greatest e-learning success stories on the continent, drawing numerous national 

and international awards and proving that technology can be deployed successfully on a large scale on the African 

continent.  He is currently working for Mustek, where his role is that of an e-learning activist, helping other provinces and 

African countries to develop e-learning implementation strategies.  He was recently appointed by the Minister of Basic 

Education on a special Ministerial Task Team to investigate better ways to promote Mathematics, Science and 

Technology learning in South African schools. Kobus has written a number of books dealing with technology in education.  

He is an avid blogger (http://www.e4africa.co.za) and he has lectured and spoken at conferences around the world on e-

learning topics.   

MERRYL FORD 

Merryl Ford is the manager of Education and Mobile Learning of the CSIR Meraka Institute.  The major objective for the 

Meraka Institute is to facilitate national economic and social development through human resource development and 

needs-based research leading to innovative products and services based on ICT. Merryl has more than 20 years of 

experience in the ICT domain, particularly in a developing world context.  After joining the CSIR to pursue her passion for 

innovation, she now focuses on how the digital knowledge economy can be harnessed to benefit all sectors of society.  

Her interests include the use of mobile devices, technologies and services to support education and learning. She is 

currently leading a large multidisciplinary project, ICT for Rural Education Development or ICT4RED, that aims to develop 

a replicable model for the integration of tablets into resource-constrained rural schools in South Africa. 

DR ADELE BOTHA 

Dr Adèle Botha is principal researcher at CSIR Meraka, Next Generation mobile and ICT systems group where she heads 

up the Mobile User Experience Research. She has extensive experience of implementing and using Mobile technologies in 

goal oriented interactions and her work has been widely published nationally and internationally. She serves on several 

mobile implementation advisory boards in addition to supervising post graduate Master and PhD students working on 
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Mobile Applications. She collaborates with the Mobile Development Lab, CTI Education mobile research and the 

Technology Innovation Association on Mobile Applications and frequently lectures on her research interests. She serves 

on the editorial board of a number of Journals related to Mobile implementation and is a research associate at UNISA, HP 

Catalyst consortium lead on Global Collaboration, Serves on the HP Academy Executive Advisory Board and chairs the 

Senate of CTI Education Group.  

PROF. GERRIT STOLS  

Abridged CV for introduction:  

Gerrit Stols is an Associate Professor at the University of Pretoria. His research interests in mathematics education 

concern the use of ICT in the mathematics classroom. He received a C2 rating from the NRF. He has published several 

articles in national and international journals and has presented conference papers and workshops locally and abroad. He 

is the founder of the South Africa GeoGebra institute and also developed a website for teachers to improve their use of 

technology in schools.  

 

WERNER ANTON OLIVIER 

 

Prof Werner Olivier is currently the FirstRand Foundation Chair in Mathematics Education, and Head of the Govan Mbeki 

Mathematics Development Unit, at Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University, PE 

 

Prof Olivier has 30 years of teaching Mathematics to learners, students, teachers and college lecturers; FET level up to 

PhD level. He is the Head of Department of Mathematics and Applied Mathematics, NMMU, since Jan 2006, and before 

that, Prof Olivier was the HoD of Mathematics and Applied Mathematics, of University of Port Elizabeth, from Oct 2002-

Dec 2005. He holds the FRF Chair in Mathematics Education, at NMMU, since 2011. Prof Olivier obtained his PhD in 

Mathematics at UPE, and graduated cum laude in all his previous degrees, all at the University of Port Elizabeth 

 

Community Engagement: 

 Implementation of Maths development programmes at secondary schools since 2001 

 Development and implementation (since 2005) of Maths T&L model for skills upgrade of teachers and incubation of 

learners at FET level. 

 Implementation of Maths and Science learner Incubation Programme for Grade 11&12 learners at various centres of 

the Eastern Cape since 2008. 

 Development and implementation of accredited professional skills upgrade programmes for Maths teachers since 2009. 

 Chair of the GeoGebra institute at NMMU since 2011. 

 

Research and Society Membership 

 C-rated research evaluation as Mathematics researcher 1993-2002 

 Active Member of the South African Mathematical Society (SAMS) and AMESA 

 Member of the Advisory Committee on Mathematics for SAMF 2012-2014 

 32 research papers read at national and regional Mathematics conferences 

 20 research papers read at international Mathematics conferences 

 14 research publications in Mathematics Journals 

TED WHITE 

Ted White is a Senior Lecturer in the School of Computing at the University of South Africa, and a PhD student in the 

Psychology department at the University of Witwatersrand, both of which are located in Gauteng province, South Africa.  

He has been teaching in tertiary education since 2004. 

While completing his fourth year at the University of Johannesburg, he was first provided with the opportunity to teach a 

group of three hundred previously disadvantaged marketing students who had limited or no experience in using a 

computer.  He was tasked with teaching them how to operate a computer, work on Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel and 

Microsoft PowerPoint by the end of the year. Roughly 80% were able to do what was required and could therefore carry 

on into the second year of their degrees. This was one of his most rewarding and difficult teaching experiences, which 

furthered his understanding that everyone should be provided with the opportunity to uplift themselves, and that 

patience and persistence are key to being a good teacher. This led to an interest in human-computer interaction.  
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He decided to become an academic in order to provide students with greater opportunities. South Africa, as in the rest of 

world, requires one to have a PhD before being considered a fully fledged academic. He therefore decided to a complete 

a Masters and PhD in the area of human-computer interaction to get a better understanding of how people interact with 

devices, and how it affects their lives.  

Upon appointment as a Senior Lecturer at the University of South Africa in 2012, Ted initiated a community engagement 

partnership with Google to pilot Chromebooks in South Africa as a solution to providing devices to students at primary, 

secondary and tertiary levels. This is the first Google-sanctioned usage of the Chromebook in South Africa and in Africa. 

They are a low cost, high impact device; the Acer C7 Chromebook, for instance, costs USD 199. He is currently in the 

process of setting up distribution channels with Acer South Africa to bring them into the country as cheaply as possible.  

BARBARA DALE JONES 

  

Barbara Dale-Jones is the CEO of BRIDGE. She has experience in organisational management, project management, e-

learning, publishing and education. During the past three years she has overseen the running of BRIDGE’s communities of 

practice, including in the field of school principals. Developing knowledge management to inform school improvement 

practice is a task undertaken by Ms Dale-Jones. Her latest writing includes a chapter on communities of practice for the 

Matthew Goniwe School of Leadership and Governance’s handbook for district officials and she regularly writes on 

education for the Mail & Guardian.  

 

Ms Dale-Jones worked for the Riverbend Group from 2005-9 and was responsible for managing projects as well as for 

strategic and operational management and capacity-building. She consulted with clients, which included SAQA, the 

Western Cape Education Department and the FET Colleges of the North West Province. Her role included responsibility 

for the negotiation and setting up of new Open University programmes in Southern and East Africa.  

 

 Ms Dale-Jones has extensive expertise in materials development and designing learning environments for English second 

language learners as well as an in-depth knowledge of the South African education and skills development landscape and 

her experience as an educator and manager has equipped her with the skills and competence to conduct research and 

development at all levels. Ms Dale-Jones has an MA in English and a BA (Hons) in English and Philosophy. Prior to joining 

Riverbend, Ms Dale-Jones worked as a freelance project manager following a 9-year period of lecturing English at Rhodes 

University. 

 

FIONA WALLACE 

Fiona Wallace has over 30 years' experience in high school education, having taught English in state and independent 

schools in South Africa and post-independence Zimbabwe, since 1979. In 2007 she took early retirement after eight years 

as Principal of Holy Family College, Parktown, Johannesburg. 

Fiona is now CEO of the CoZa Cares Foundation, which has emerged from the original CSI project of UniForum SA (now 

ZACR).  The core focus of the foundation remains the enabling of sustainable ICT environments in under-resourced 

schools.  CoZa Cares supplements the conventional models of teaching and learning by increasing access to ICT for 

resource-poor, marginalised schools, with strong emphasis on collaborative partnerships. Current strategy focuses on the 

development of a comprehensive capacity building programme for school leaders and educators, the delivery of top 

quality Open Source digital teaching and learning materials. 

 

CoZa Cares is non-aligned and device agnostic, allowing the foundation to make a valuable contribution to the thought 

leadership and knowledge management of the ICT in Education space. Collaboration and partnership, and communities 

of practice, especially within the broader ICT in Education community, are key to this role. 

 

ANELE DAVIDS  

Director- Teacher Development and ICT, SciBono Discovery Centre 

Mr Davids did his BA Honours in Public Management and Political Studies (University of North West Potchefstroom 

University Campus), and a Postgraduate Diploma in Education Information and Communication Technology (ICTs) at UCT 
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in 2009: ICTs in Context; Learning, cognition and technology; Educational ICTs for Developing Contexts, and Online 

Learning Design. 

Brief career history: Mr Davids was a teacher and Departmental Head at Monwabisi Secondary School (1998-1993) in De 

Aar. He was Senior Deputy Chief Education Specialist: School Leadership and Community Development: with the 

Northern Cape Department of Education (1994-2000). He became the Provincial Co-ordinator, and later National Project 

Co-ordinator, with Joint Education Trust (JET). (2000-2002) - Business Trust Quality Learning Project responsible for the 

operations of 10 provincial offices in 9 provinces.  Mr Davids was then appointed Divisional Manager at JET until 2005, 

and was responsible for the strategic planning, implementation and evaluation of the Business Trust Quality Learning 

Project implemented in 9 provinces and in 526 schools impacting on over 350 000 learners.  

Mr Davids then took the position of National Social Sector Programme Co-ordinator, with Shisaka Development 

Consultancy: (2006) Expanded Public Works Support Programme.  His duties were to provide technical support to the 

National Departments of Public Works, Social Development, Education and Health including provincial departments of 

KZN and Limpopo, National Youth Service Programme in implementing the Expanded Public Works Programme within the 

Social Sector. He worked as an EPWP Consultant to Department of Public Works, Social Development and Education on 

Job Creation strategies (2007) 

 

Currently Mr Davids is a Director at Sci-bono Discovery Centre. (since 2008), responsible for:  

• Teacher Development in Maths, Science and Technology: Responsible for providing Computer Literacy 

programmes to teachers, providing IT training to teachers teaching IT as a subject, and providing IT training for 

unemployed youths and community members. His duties also include Material Development, Relief Teacher 

Programme and Study tours for educators. 

• Stakeholder  relationship management with GDE roleplayers, Universities and service providers. 

• Relationship management with Dell (JHB and Austin) and MIT Museum of Science Clubhouse (Boston, 

Massachusetts), Microsoft and other IT sector players 

LULU BURGER:  

iPad Training Manager 

Lulu Burger has a B.Ed degree (University of Johannesburg) and taught for 13 years in various high schools. She is a 

specialist in ICT integration. In 2010 she joined iSchoolAfrica to focus on the integration of Mac technology into schools, 

empowering learners and teachers to create effective multimedia content for the classroom. The arrival of mobile 

devices is changing the ICT landscape, opening up exciting educational opportunities. Lulu is now focusing on assisting 

schools and teachers with using Apple iPads to bring the curriculum to life. 

 


