
 

 

 

WORKSHOP ON SCHOOL EDUCATION 
 

Holistic solutions to the education crisis,  
and 

ICT assisted education solutions. 
 

Date: 2 April 2014 
Venue: Emperor’s Palace, Convention Centre, Kempton Park, Gauteng 

 
This is a FREE workshop for employees/members of NSTF Member Organisations! 

 
 
Holistic solutions to the education crisis  
In terms of the Basic Education Accord, all stakeholders in education are encouraged to work together, to 
make far-reaching and dramatic improvements to the education system. The principle of partnerships is 
emphasised by the National Development Plan (NDP).  The Department of Basic Education (DBE) has produced 
an Action Plan (2014) as overarching strategy. There are a number of other initiatives that tackle SA’s 
education woes in a holistic and inclusive manner, rather than, e.g. working on a few selected schools at a 
time, or on improving the teaching and learning of particular subjects only. During this NSTF discussion forum, 
we will be hearing about projects which implement the principles of partnerships and collaboration, in a 
manner that can be rolled out to the entire country, in order to effect substantial change, and lift our country 
out of the education quagmire that it has been in for far too long. 
 
As always, our particular interest is in the Research that informs such policies and their implementation. 
 
ICT assisted education solutions 
Given the need for solutions that can be rolled out to the whole country, and that are aligned with the 
principles of inclusivity and collaboration of stakeholders, what Information and Communication Technology 
(ICT) platforms have the potential to provide long term, feasible, and suitable solutions? 
 
Although there are many attractive and useful gadgets and software on the market for use in the classroom, 
and for learning at home – SA faces a dilemma: Should particular hard- and software be prescribed and funded 
for public schools all over SA? What should the state provide as a minimum? How far are the provinces with 
providing IT and connectivity to their schools?  
 
In more privileged countries, many would argue in favour of allowing teachers and schools the freedom of 
choice as to the type of technology they want to use. For SA, that is a luxury we cannot afford. The most 
privileged schools in our society already have access to a variety of learning and teaching materials, including 
ICTs. Hard- and software are easily available for those with a budget, and the trade fairs and exhibitions are 
indicative that there is no shortage of variety and ideas. However, there is a vast inequality gap between the 
most privileged and the less privileged schools (even the ‘slightly’ less privileged). The latter do not only lack 
the funding, but also the knowledge that would allow them to make an informed choice, to plan and 
implement maintenance of ICT equipment, and make full use of it to create opportunities for learning. 
 
What research has been done in SA, under SA circumstances, to inform our choices at provincial and national 
level, with regards to ICT provision at schools? 



 
What criteria should any ICT satisfy, in order to be considered for mass adaptation? (E.g. flexibility – to be 
used for a variety of learning outcomes). The best technology is not necessarily the latest, or the most popular. 
 
How do ICTs assist the schools and teachers to make their routine tasks easier and more efficient? It is 
acknowledged that teachers spend too much time on administrative duties – it should be possible for 
technology to lighten this load. What research has been done about this aspect? 
 
Content to load onto devices:  As with textbooks, Government should look at providing the minimum learning 
material for CAPS in a useable format, to be loaded on all devices used in schools. What technology platforms 
would facilitate this development? 
  
The limitations of ICTs for learning: What does research say about the limitations? What can children NOT 
learn on a tablet or computer? 
 
Issues of connectivity: How will the necessary connectivity be provided on a large scale, to schools both in 
urban and rural areas? 
 
It is essential for us, and for the sake of inclusive consultation, to have as many role players and stakeholders 
together in order to make informed recommendations. 

 

 Date:   Wednesday, 2 April 2014 

 Time:   08:30 for 09:00 to 16:30  

 RSVP:   Register your attendance online by no later than Tuesday, 25 March 2014 – Note the 
registration information here below! (link to RSVP page) 

 Venue:  Emperor’s Palace, Convention Centre, 64 Jones Road, Kempton Park, Gauteng (click here for map 
and directions and more info on the venue) 

 Programme: Click here for the draft programme...  
 
We invite you to join us for lunch and use the opportunity for further discussion and networking.  Attendance 
is open for anyone interested.  Please feel free to forward this invitation to your colleagues.  To reserve your 
seat and for catering purposes, it is however essential for all to book.  
 
Workshop Programme and Themes 

  Partnerships and collaborations for impact 

 Progress in providing access to ICTs at schools 

 Criteria for the best ICTs 

 Examples of ICTs that align with SA’s plans to improve education in all provinces, at a rapid pace, and 
affordably. 

 ICTs to improve schools, the teacher’s tasks, and the learning of the learners 

 The limitations of ICTs in education 

 What research is being done, and what research needs to be done, in order to ensure better education and 
policy making? 
 

 
“It is important that we take time to reflect on the journey that we have travelled but at the same time to ask 
whether we have made sufficient progress...” 
Minister Trevor Manuel on 12 June 2013 in the National Assembly in Cape Town 
 

 
Background of NSTF 



The NSTF is a stakeholders’ forum, representing more than one hundred organisations/companies/ councils/ 
institutions in science and technology related endeavours. It is registered as a Non Profit Company and Non 
Profit Organisation (NPO). NSTF is a policy sounding board for science and technology related matters, and 
strives to keep our membership updated on policy developments and general news in science and 
technology. 

Non-Member Organisations = Attendance is open for anyone interested but non-members are charged a 
R1,500 (excluding VAT) registration fee which includes attendance, documentation relating to the event, 
conference stationery, refreshments and lunch. OR non-member organisations are invited to become 
members at a nominal annual membership fee and then participate in NSTF events free of charge throughout 
the year. Click here to apply for membership.  

Please note that if you do not RSVP, the NSTF cannot be held responsible for any changes or cancellations of 
programmes. Communications are sent only via e-mail or through notifications on the NSTF website – 

www.nstf.org.za. 

 

 

 

http://www.nstf.org.za/nstfWebPortal/appmanager/nstfWeb/nstf?_nfpb=true&_windowLabel=displaytopicsx_1_2&displaytopicsx_1_2_actionOverride=%2Fportlets%2FdisplayTopics%2FgetFileContent&displaytopicsx_1_2contentType=registerMember
http://www.nstf.org.za/

